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Kuwaiti premier backs 


Aoun' embroiled in war on media 


£42 



democracy, rejects pressure 


BEIRUT (AgendepJ' — General 
Michel Aoun, taking the offen- 
sive in a power struggle in Leba- 


non, WediKsday ordered the pro- 
secution of media winch defied 
his ban on identifying Elias Hrawi 
as president. 

Aoun, who holds that Presi- 
dent Hrawi was illegally elected 
in November, ordered all media 
Tuesday to stop identifying Hra- 
wi as Lebanon's head of state and 
Salim A1 Hoss as his prime mitm- 
ter. Hrawi was elected by Christ- 
ian and Muslim members of the 
Lebanese parliament. 1 

“With all oar respect, we are 
not abiding by die ddason,” said 
a front-page editorial in A1 Diyar 
newspaper, published in the 
Christian enclave controlled by 
die general’s troops. 

“Hie (Aoun) uses die law as an 
excuse and he is the 'first one to 
disobey it,” Hioss told edStors. 
“He praises freedom and is the 
firts to slay it... this man now 
forms a danger to the country and 
the people.” 

Aoun met public prosecutors at 
die shell-blasted presidential 
palace in east Beirut and decided 
to take legal action against those 
who had defied his decree. 

“We have no militia, no 
troops, no foreign protection... 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister 
Sheikh Saad AJ Abdullah Ai 
Sabah said democracy was a way 
of life in Kuwait but rejected 
pressure methods by politicians 
seeking reinstatement of the dis- 
solved parliament, a newspaper 
reported Wednesday. 

Sheikh Saad, in an interview 
with Ahmad Jarallah, editor-pub- 
lisher of the widely read Al 
Seyassah daily said “everything is 
possible through dialogue, 
fraternal meetings and sincere 
intentions but other methods will 
turn ont to be futile.” 

“There were drawbacks in the 
parliamentary experiment and 
not in the democratic process,” 
he said. 

The government stood by the 
freedom of speech, provided that 
it did not undermine the coun- 
try’s stability and security, he 
said. 

“We are not against the other 
opinion. On the contrary, we do 
hear the other opinion provided 
that it is a dean opinioa that 
avoids defamation and eocroach- 


“Wc know that some people 
are repeating themselves because 
what they say is meaningless... 
what should be known by aD is 
that the government is keen on 
preserving the security and stabil- 
ity of die country and performing 
its cmlisational role,” he said. 

Si nce early December deputies 
of the parliament dissolved in 
1986 have been leading weekly 
rallies to press for its return. 

The government says the rallies 


are illegal. Police broke one up 
Jan. 8 but the latest, Monday, 


toms,” be said. 

Opposition members fear the 
government may try to bypass the 
constitutional process to dilute the 
powers of die assembly or substi- 
tute a new body, a move they 
would fiercely oppose. 

Ministers have complained that 
debates in the old national assem- 
bly sowed tribal divisions and 
other social tensions and caused 
problems with Kuwait’s larger 
neighbours. They' also say -that 
lawmakers used their positions 


attracted a crowd of several 
thousand and passed peacefully 
despite a heavy police presence. 

It was unclear from Sheikh 
Saad* s remarks if the government 
would seek a change in foe con- 
stitution, which states that the 
now disbanded .assembly must 
approve any amendments. 

“We say for clarification that 
what has been missing is the 
appearance of the parliament, 
not democratic participation,” 
Sheikh Saad told foe newspaper. 

“The constitution is the con- 
stitution and the state is foe state 


for personal gain. 
“The citizens ha 


“The citizens have ann ounced 
their rejection of any movement 
that would revive class or racial 
struggle or discussion of fac- 
tionalism,” Sheikh Saad told the 
newspaper. 

He said he wished a new for- 
mula were ready now but in the 
last few years the government 
was busy with the Gulf war, an 
eoonoaric recession and other dif- 
ficulties. 

“When the region stabilised 
and calm returned the issue of 
reorganising the Kuwaiti house 
was the political leadership’s ma- 


affiriis or developing the adminis- 
trative apparatus,” be added. 

Earlier, Information Minister 
Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al Sabah 
mgVted that the government be- 
lieved in democracy but was seek- 
ing an alternative formula to that 
of tire elected 5 &-inember. parlia- 
ment that prevailed since inde- 
pendence in 1961. 

His statements unleashed a 
spate of editorial comments, in- 
rfnrimg ones by Jarallah, adding 
their voice to the pressure for 
return of parfiamentaiy life and 
asking for clarification on what 


bouse, our pen is our only 
weapon,” said Al Diyar, describ- 
ing Hrawi as president. 

The Hrawi government has 
won wide international recogni- 
tion and in December launched a 
bureaucratic and economic cam- 
paign to topple Aonn and reunite 
all of Lebanon under its au- 
thority. 

Christi an radio and television 
stations main taine d a newscast 
strike for the second straight day 
to express their rejection of 
Aonn’s orders, but have avoided 
a direct ■ confrontation with foe 
maverick general. 

“We have decided riot to abide 
(by the ban),” Al Dfyar’s pub- 
lisher-editor Charles Ayoub said 
in his editorial. 

Following Aeon’s instructions, 
Ayoub wrote. Would mean “suf- 
focation... it is arsenous begm- 
ning to limit tire, freedom, of tire 


“We do not want a press 
chained with directives. We do 
not want a press that becomes our 
prison, we do not want tire office 
to become oar cell and we do not 
want a pen that becomes opr 
handcuffs,” Ayoub wrote. V * 
“Tharis why wo decided not to 
abide by all the directives because 
we do not want to divorce our 


sett onr office,” he added. . 

Ayonb’s article was repeatedly 
broadcast by radio stations oper- 
ating in west Beirut, which -is 
outside Aonn’s control. 

Aonn’s 20,000 troops control 
tire 800-square-lrilometre Christ- 
ian enclave which includes 
Beirut’s eastern sector an d a na r- 
row strip northeast of foe capital. 

The army command of Got. 
Fmile Lahoud, which owes alle- 
giance - to Hrawi, quickly re- 
sponded by warning the media 
a gainst applying Aonn’s directive 
or reporting any of his activity, 
terming him “an imposter.” 

Aoun, Hrawi and Laboud are 
Maronite Catholics, foe Christian 
sect that has dominated power in 
Lebanon since independence 
from France in 1943. 

Al Diyar said tire two directives 
were “foe cross on which tire free 
press would be crucified.” 

The Al Safir newspaper, which 
publishes in west Beirut, said 
Amin was placing “freedom of 
the press under house arrest.” 

The paper, - in a .front-page 
banner headline, said Aoim’s 
directive was “another separ- 
ationist decision” by the 54-year- 
oJd. 

The conservative daily Al 
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Ian suburbs of Haam j«r . 
Aoun’s headquarters, 
foe general’s instructions. ^ ^ ;. T/p? 

Voice of Lebanon radfo^&te; 
rightist Falange party and=^Sict;:r7si- 
of Free Lebanon of foe Lebahete' t.g 
Forces militia, main tamed s hews ! pi 
sorting strike for foe secSitf * 
straight day in an apparent effort^ 4. 
to potest Adun’s directive, j- 


The Lebanese Broadcas&g^^ 
Corporation (LBC), the tefcyihv- 


sion station of the Lebanese .■tig 
Forces, also suspended its news-'. -j$P 
casts Monday. 

The three Christian news^ gj & 
organisations said they wait con- 
ridering. Aoun’s directive andVwill \ 
maintain the news strike .until ’ 
they decide what poficy to adopt., 
with regard to tire directive.. ^ . 

An editor of LBC, speaking on ** 
condition he not be named, said;' 
foe newscast strike was-'^tire 1 ' . 
safest measure for the time beings ^ssS 
to avoid carrying out foe banlcr^j^ 
opposing it ana going into-ap^^ 
open confrontation with- the * 'Ss* 
genersiL . .. ... 

The strike and Al Dtyuyde^ 
fiance of Aoun reflected a - 
mushrooming split within Christ- ! 
ian ranks oyer an Arab League 'i $ 
brokered peace plan to. end tire 
14-year-olddvfl war that hasJril- 3 ^ 
led more fliao 150,000 lives. 
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it wife, paWtc hea lt h and raviraeasem 
n Afti; cooruninee for a meeting Tuculay 


n Arafci 1 comnurtec loraawetwgTookday 
Plan to ' to eiecl iB rap ponc ur and chair- 
war tw m * n The House’s financial tom* 
SO.QfJu mittee will resume its meeting* K 
the House Saturday. 

SRlEl s °PPort for intifada 

r ■> Three d ep uti es in die Lower 
D3nog House urged Jordan and the 
Arab World to mOy bdtind the 
■conoj. uprising in occupied Palestine 
iNlFUji aim to extend aQ possible aamst* 
Cretan an« to the people, irr the face of 
alNKg; Israel's practices and anodtks. 
secreuj. Th e oepeties, Fakhn Kawar, 
fwithtfe Yousef A) Athem and Hosts Al 
f oor t^Shiyab, who were addressing a 
general rally held at the Profes- 
sional Association Complex in 
Amman, raile d for dtseuanou on 
ways of supporting the intifada, 
■ein hat now “* its third year. 
k Gift Athem said that finandai. mor- 
ordeas 311(1 diplomatic support should 
take ^ be extended by the Arab Nation 
to the Palestinian people *Vbo 
are fighting for their freedom and 
as end to occupation." He said 
that the Palestine question was a 
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■Ian dftlr w at one of the refugee 

mm/ A pteto) 


camps that the United! Nations ReQcf and Works Agency 


oosnigt 


cause for Jordan and the rest of 


og IQ £ the Arab World. 

sthaife Kawar raged writers and intel- 

jjj fag. lectuals to contribute towards the 

read tfli on 8° in 8 campngn to rally sup- 
He a i- P 01 * for the Palestinian people. 


U.N. to stop EC meals 
for Pales tinian children 


By Alistair Lyon 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Palestinian re- 
fugees in Jordan are protesting 
a united Nations decision to 
stop distributing extra meats 
from the European C o ramnn - 
ity (EC), to almost 10.000 
young* 1 *!*. 

They say the move is "void of 
reason and wisdom" and with 
Jordan suffering an economic 
recession wffl have "very grave 

consequences (for) the health 

-Ji « JTL^Z “ _ »■ 


Sane 9,500 Palestinian chil- 
dren gged three to five gee a 
sandwich a day and a hot meal 
a week from the UN. Relief 
and Works Agency 
tUNRWA). 

The European Community 
donates the food, worth $z 
million a y ear. UNRWA 
spends $700,000 to pr epar e 
and distribute It. The food and 
money will still be used to aid 
Palestinian*, but not ncccsari- 


ly in Jordan. 

Be Saif, UNRWA director 
in Jordan, told a news confer- 
ence Wednesday: “Criticism 
from the refugees was ex- 
pected. But we feel we have to 
do this." 

A survey by UNRWA and 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) two yean ago found 
no malnutrition in Jordan or 
among the 900,000 resident 
Palestinian refugees, including 
up to 250,000 living in camps, 
he said. 

The meals-for-toddlers 
approach will be phased out 
this year and replaced with a 
target programme providing 
food in needy cases spotted by 
medical workers. 

A co mmi ttee representing 
refugees has written to UN- 
RWA's Vienna-based Com- 
missioner-General Giorgio 
Giacometti complaining about 
the decision. 

Abdel Aziz Saqer, secretary 
of the committee, told Reu- 


ters: "It seens to me that all 
this fa pressures being practised 
on us for political ends," he did 
not elaborate. 

Sheikh Abdul-Haraid Al 
Sayeh, speaker of the Palestine 
National Council, said in a 
statement UNRWA's move 
could be a first step towards 
ending services to Palestinian 
refugees. 

He appealed to Arab and 
Islamic countries to persuade 
UNRWA to reverse the deci- 
sion. 


UNRWA, which is making 
budget cuts this year because 
the United States has reduced 
its contributions, provides 
education, health and relief 
services to more than two mil- 
lion Palestinian refugees in 
Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and 
the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

"It’s up to the commission- 
er-general to decide where the 
needs are greatest,” Saaf said. 


Dome of the Rock restoration to laegiri in April 


uume ur m 

Hesatit 

ips bccsR AMMAN (J.T.) — Two intema- 
vho ha^^ona! firms will begin restoration 
Dontuiwork at the Dome of the Rock 
I Muni* Mosque of Hanua Al Sharif in 
'stem to; Arab Jerusalem by - the first of 
tioa. April 1990 .in accordance with 
plans set by a special Jordanian 
inCHacommittee charged with the pro- 
ject by the government, accord- 
mnaffl-.ing to commitment number Raef 
car ofifcNijm. 

iaudiiti Nijm, a former minister of pub- 
as ayzlic works and an engineer, said 
ante) it the dome of the shrine, the third 
&ed a holiest in Islam, was severely 
jjajtjai damaged by an anon attack in 
, !; ^fl969, which resulted in cracks 
HjmbMs- 3041 ra ‘ n water leakage. Apart 
ojo^fxom that, the whole dome has 
v become unfit for t!u shrine, be- 
cause many parts of it has been 
•„ rkpulled off from its bolding frame. 


Nijm explained. 

According to Nijm, one of the 
two mtemational firms wifi be 
charged with removing the aJomi- 
nhun dome sheets and install 
brass sheets with a new frame. 
The other firm, be said, wifi 
install an early alann system to 
warn against fires. Tbc three-year 
project, Nijm s sad, will be fi- 
nanced by the Jordanian treas- 
ury, but be gave no figures. 

Nijm, in a statement to Al 
Dustour daily, said that 90 per 
cent of the nearly $7.5 million 
spent on restoration work inside 
the holy shrine over the past 
years came from the Jordanian 
government. The committee had 
contacts with Arab 
and Islamic co unt ries to ensure 


sufficient funds for the project, 
but all ef fo rt s went in vain, Nijm 
said. He said that earlier work get 
the mosque included the removal 
of the burnt parts preparing plans 
for the restoration work to build 
up parts of the ceilings, walls and 
columns and rebuilding 50 large 
windows with coloured glass and 

other materials. 

■ 

According to Nijm, the re- 
building of the Saladdin Pulpit 
will be included in the third stage 
of the project and after sufficient 
allocations have been made. 

He said work on the Pulpit 
would involve t^niriam experi- 
enced in wood carving. The Pul- 


jp Qgpulled off horn us holding f rame , and Islamic countries to east 

^Amman institute 
^hopes to benefit 
|ifrom IMF training 

se. B^AMMAN (Petra) — The director 
ied tyv>f a training institute to 


ated the city of Jerusalem from 


the Crusader in 1187 A.D. 

The Jordanian committee in 
charge of restoration at the shrine 
is chaired by Chief Islamic Justice 
Mohammad Mheflan, who last 
November estimated the dome 
rpoject to cost JD 2 million. 

The committee’s work on the 
inside of the Mosque, Nijm said, 
went rather slowly mainly due to 
obstacles placed fay the Israeli 
authorities. He said that the 
Israelis had on several occasions 
stopped workers from entering 
the work site, prevented the re- 
quired supplies and building 
materials from reaching the en- 
gineers and workers, arrested 
some of the workers, sent in 
ggtrfemis t s to pray in the shrine 
and continued its archaeological 
digging under the mosque. 
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man-based Arab institute for 
Banking Studies (ALBS). 

Minister of Finance Basel Jar- 
daneh Central Bank of Jordan 
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Agreement was reached at the Later, the 
5^6neetings to expand the scope of lecture at the AIBS 
- AJ ScooDeration betweeen the two IMF training programmes 
with a view to benefit- Third World. 
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NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


KINO MEETS SWEDISH GENERAL: Hb Majesty King 
Hussein Wednesday received former Swedish Air Force Comman- 
der and President of the Royal Academy for Naval Studies General 
Otoon. Present were the commander of the Royal Jordanian Air 
Force ami the Swedish ambassador to Jordan (Petra). 

JUST-BANK COOPERATION: Jordan University for Science 
and Technology (JUST) President Dr. Kamel Ajloum W e dn e sday dis- 
cussed with a visiting delegation representing the Islamic Bank for 
Development (DOB) mutual cooperation and matters related to an 
IDB-financed housing project for JUST staff and students. The 
delegation was also bnefed on JUSTs future projects and the 
posabifities of getting the bank’s assistance in financing these 
projects, particularly the Ring Abdullah Hospital (Petra). 

NO FAVOURITISM AT MUTA: Mu’ta University President 
Afi Mabafea announced at a meeting with the University Council 
that no favouritism would be allowed to exist at the university and 
equal opportunities would be offered to all staff members for 
promotion and for continuing higher studies. Mahafea also 
announced that be had a new organisational plan for the 
university's development (Petra). 

NEW JAPANESE ENVOY: Japan’s ambassador designate to 
Jordan TadanJb Nonouama is due here Thursday to take up his 
new post. Nonouama succeeds Mofcoto Wat&nabe, who served as 
Japan’s ambassador here since 1988 (Petra). 

ZINCHUK HONOURED: First Deputy of the Upper House of 
Parliament Speaker and President of the Jordanian-Soviet 
Friendship Society Bahjsit TaJhouni Wednesday gave a luncheon in 
honour of Soviet Ambassador to Jordan Alexander Zinchuk at the 
conclusion of his tour of duty (Petra). 

NMI SERVICES: Director-General of the National Medical 
Institution (NMI) Dr. Abdul SalamMajali has said NMI intends to 
provide medical services to employees of ministries, goverrancut 
departments, and public institutions. It is pan of NMI policy to 
provide such services to people in all parts of the Kjogoom who 
nave the right to receive such a treatment, he said (Petra). 

ARBOR DAY CELEBRATIONS: Arbor Day celebrations were 
hdd Wednesday in Mafraq, Irbid, Ramtha and several outlying 
dbtrids of Amman, Officials and residenis as well as children 
planted trees (Petra). 

JSFA ARBOR DAY:. A special Jordanian-Scandinavian 
Friendship Association (JSFA) Arbor Day wifi be organised Jan. 
19 at 11:00 in the Scandinavian forest. At 11:15 there will be a flag 
raring ceremony (J.T.). 
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Hurdles face fired employees 


By Sttfcair Obddrt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A pend represent- 
ing employees who lost their jobs 
for political reasons is facing 
problems in efforts to help rein- 
sure dambsed e m p l oye e s due to 
the absence of a practical 
mechanism after the govern- 
ment's decision to amend martial 
laws regulations, according to a 
member of the com mitte e. 

Until noon Wednesday, the 
panel received around 270 appli- 
cants and more are being handed 
in. “It is too early to say bow 
many people were actually dis- 
missed from gover nm ent jobs 
over the yeans smee many of them 
have left the country, but, 
according to Nimer Sarhro “the 
number of cases are much higher 
than the applications that have 
actually readied us." 

"We even received a great 
number of applications from em- 
ployees who were dismissed for 
non-political reasons, like embez- 


zlement and dealing with drugs, 
but we them down, be- 

cause this committee is only for 
those dismissed for political 
reasons." Sariun told the Jordan 


purpose of redressing the effects er Court of Justice has ruled ont 
of martial law," Sarhan asserted, the duration that a dismissed civil 
Saturday's meeting wifi be servant spent in tire private sector 
open for afi employees dismissed before being reinstated , in die 


The temporary committee, 
which is afiuated io the public 
freedoms committee in the Pro- 
fessional Associations Complex, 
plans to review its week at a 
mag ring to be held Saturday. 

The major problem encoun- 
tered by the committee, accord- 
ing to Siifcas, is that the govern- 
ment dedsioa does not mean that 
the **■«"««* people would be 
remsuted to their previous jobs. 

Sarban said many of such peo- 
ple approached the government 
sedans the jobs from which they 
were damitwrd but were told that 
they could only apply as new 
candidates and that the govern- 
ment decision only meant that 
they were now free to apply for 
government jobs. 

“This, in effect, means that the 
government has not fulfilled the 


for political reasons and the main 
purpose of the gathering is to 
discuss and draff a memo to be 
sent to . the prime minister. 
Sarhan said. 

“The memo will request the 
reempktyment of all dismissed 
employees and giving them all 
their lejjal rights, be it in salaries 
or grades for promotion," Sarhan 
said. 

Lawyer Asma Khader, a lead- 
ing hunjian rights activist, will 
bnef die Saturday gathering on 
tbc legal sta t us of the fired dvfl 
servants and answer related ques- 
tions, Sarhan said. 

The legal status of the dismis- 
sed employees has many angles. 
For instance, there are many who 
have roadbed the age of 60, and if 
the lo*x years of service are sot 
considered they will lose their 
pensions. 

According to Sarhan, the High- 


civil service should be considered 
as continued service in the gov- 
ernment. 

On a constitutional level the 
issue is that the dkmi«ai is in- 
deed legal because martial law 
(by which the employees were 
dismissed) is legal. 

“However, another explana- 
tion says that although the mar- 
tial law is based upon Article 125 
Of the Constitution, it contradicts 
the Constitution itself. So the 
procedures taken according to 
™rtiai law are not constitution- 
al,” according to Sarhan. 

According to Sarhan, since the 
termination of services and 
frozen promotions had an 
adverse impact on the standard of 
living of the concerned people 
they should be seen as part of 
“the impact of martial law regula- 
tions" which the executive au- 
thority is committed to cancel. 


Communists welcome! Arab, W. German 
move to abolish law media plan more 

AMMAN (R) — The head of Jordan's banned Communist Party I llVlf CfllIMfatillll 
Wednesday praised the government's scrapping of a 37-year-old ^ 


AMMAN (R) — The head of Jordan’s banned Communist Party 
Wednesday praised the government's scrapping of a 37-year-old 
anti-communism law. 

“This is a great move which fulfills our old wishes,” Ya'coub 
Zayadin, the party's secretary-general told Reuters. 

“We hope this move wifi bear other positive things like allowing 
us to issue oor own newspaper and giving oor party total legality to 
work in Jordan," he added. 

The government Tuesday revoked the law as part of measures 
promised by Prime Minister Mudar Badran last month towards 
greater political freedom. 

Badran had said that martial law, imposed since 1967, would be 
lifted before June. 

His Majesty King Hussein has also promised a national charter 
that would lay the ground for some form of a multi-party political 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Media spe- 
cialists and directors of news 
agencies from the Arab World 
and t,he Federal Republic of Ger- 
many Wednesday concluded a 
three-day round-table conference 
here designed to promote coop- 
eration and improve news pre- 
sentation and understanding be- 
tween Europe and the Arab 
countries. 


Political parties have been banned in Jordan since 1957, but 
many of their members, who ran in die general parliamentary 
elections in November, won seats in the Lower House of 
Parliament. 

In another statement carried by the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Ziyadin said the government decision was in line with its policy of 
reexamining all laws that restrict public freedoms prior to amend- 
ing them or scrapping them altogether. 

“The decision is a true manifestation of the government's 
commitment to pursue the course of democracy," Petra quoted 
Ziyadin as saying. 


Faqir 


‘TiTT 


for 

AMMAN (Petra) — Mosque pul- 
pits are solely for preaching the 
Islamic faith and should ngt be 
used for election campaigning or 
disensring parliamentary or poli- 
tical affairs. Minister of Awqaf 
and Mamie Affairs Ah Al Faqir 
warned Wednesday. 

“Any plans for bolding cere- 
monies in mosques should first be 
approved by toe Ministry of Aw- 
qaf and Islamic Affairs and its affili- 
ated departments around the 
country, provided that no Parlia- 



ment related affairs are in- 
volved,” minister said at a meet- 
ing with directors of as Awqaf 
de pa rtm ents in various goverao- 


“Preachers should refrain from 
giving hostile hints about any 
organisations or institutions in 
Jordan because this totally con- 
tradicts the Mami e faith," the 
minister warned. 

He said that preachers should 
abide by the ministiy's instruc- 
tions. 


Following the final session, Ali 
Saf idi, director general of the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, said 
the: Federation of Arab News 
Agencies (FANA) had 
announced its intention during 
tht; meetings to reexamine means 
of. presenting news so that pro- 
tocol news would be scaled down 
and more focus would be given to 
national news and matters re- 
laxed to cultural affairs and de- 
velopment in the Arab World. 

, FANA, which organised the 
oaeeting in cooperation with Pet- 
ra, will also embark on promoting 
its cooperation with Arab news 
agencies malting use of satellites 
und establishing a data bank with 
the help of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultu- 
ral Organisation (UNESCO) to 
provide more precise information 
to the outride world, Safadai 
said. 

Dr. Adrian Salem, the UN- 
ESCO (telegate to the meeting, 

' said the participants had a very 
useful exchange of ideas and in- 
' formation during the meetings, 
j UNESCO will continue to pro- 


vide help to the Arab news agen- 
cies to enable them to cope with- 
modem developments in com- 
munications, information and 
news media, Salem said. 

Fana Secretary General Farid 
Avar told Petra that the federa- 
tion was currently holding con- 
tacts with news agencies in East- 
ern Europe to prepare for joint 
meetings to plan cooperation. 

The meetings are needed to 
base cooperation on mutual un- 
derstanding and to root out false 
ideas about the Arabs being hostile 
to the liberalisation movement in 
Romania and other parts of East- 
ern Europe, Ayar said. 

During the recent upheaval in 
Eastern European countries, 
Israel and its allies succeeded in 
whipping up an anti-Arab cam- 
paign and “the Arabs should 
counter this move which could 
damage Arab-European rela- 
tions,” Ayar said. 

Upon the conclusion of the 
meetings, the participants sent 
cables of appreciation and grati- 
tude to His Majesty King Hussein 
for the new liberal and democra- 
tic climate in Jordan's politics. 
They said that such situation 
could and would contribute to- 
wards an increase in the flow of 
objective news from the Arab 
World. 

Arab delegates at the meeting 
represented Egypt, Morocco, 
! 'b := Mgeria. Saudi Ara- 
bia, Qatar, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Syria and Jordan. 


Al Quds to begin courses in spring 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Al Quds 
Open University (QOU), the first 
of its kind in the Arab World, is 
to open its doors in die spring of 
1990, following a long process of 
prep a ra ti ons and unexpected de- 
lays, according to the umverrity's 
president. Dr. Mouther Salah. 

“We will start off with three 
programmes — land and rural 
development, accountancy and 
data systems and education,” 
Salah said in a statement to Al 
Dustour Arabic daily. 

QOU is initially aimed at pro- 
viding education to people in the 
occupied territories and win try to 
f ulfil this goal from its temporary 
headquarters in Amman, Salah 
said. 

The university has contacted a 
number of Arab television sta- 
tions, specially those in Jordan 
and Egypt, for broadcasting 
education programmes with roe- 
rial attention given to Jordan 


Television, which is located in a 
central geographical area and 
whose programmes can reach all! 
the ocorpied' lands, he said. 

“The educational programmes 
will be telecast during the day so 
as not to interfere with tbc 
routine programmes, and we 
might stan off with an-bour-a-dny 
programme in the initial stages,’* 
Salah told Al Dustour. 

Salah, a former president of Al 
Najah University in the occupied 
West Bank town of Nablus who 
was expelted to Jordan, said that 
no final agreement had been 
readied with any television sta- 
tion, but negotiations were 
underway. 

The open university is not aimed 
at substituting the universities of 
tiie occupied territories but as a 
back-up institution, specially in 
the tight of tiie situation in occu- 
pied Palestine resulting from the 
intifada,” said. At the same 


time, it will try to benefit all those 
wishing to acquire higher educa- 
tion in the Arab World through 
distance education methods and 
will beam its programmes 
through branch offices that would 
be opened in Kuwait, Qatar, the 
United Arab Emirates, Tunisia 
and Sudan as well as Jordan, 
Salah said. 

The university is now faring 
financial difficulties, Salah said. 
He expected these to be cover- 
come in five years. However, he 
said., the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) has offered 
$1 million in assistance, and the 
United Nations Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) has been providing 
aid to the university since 1976. 
The university has requested 
additional help from UNESCO in 
the form of a television studio 
which is needed for broadcasting 
the programmes, Salah added. 


Japan has been approached to 
provide $600,000 in aid to the 
university but nothing has yet 
materialis ed, be said. 

Salah said students from the 
occupied territories and Jordan 
wiB be asked to pay $15 per credit 
hour, those in other Arab coun- 
tries $30 and of those in Arab 
oil-producing countries $60. 
according to Salah. 

The university will be prepar- 
ing modem programmes em- 
ploying modem technology to be 
presented in a modern method 
with teachers providing instruc- 
tions and guidance to students by 
correspondence. In the future, 
the university will be providing 
courses that can benefit socio- 
economic development ■ in the 
Arab World and subjects like 
mechanical and electrical en- 
gineering, informatics and rural 
development, as well as manage- 
ment and education. 


JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
RISHA GAS POWER STATION 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF TENDER 
AVAILABILITY 
FOR 

GENERATOR TRANSFORMERS 
TENDER No. 53/89 

Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) announces the Tender 
Document, No. 53/89 is available for purchase as of 1 7 
January, 1990/ 

The Tender consists of manufacturing and supply of two 
(2) Generator Transformers 11/132 K.v. 45 MVA. The 
supplier shall provide supervision during erection and 
commissioning. 

Sealed tenders shall be submitted to the Secretary of J EA 
Tendering Committee before 10:00 a.m. Amman time, 17 
March, 1 990 at the JEA offices in Amman. 

Tender documents are available at the address given 
below for a non-refundabie fee of JD 50 payable to JEA. for 
each set of the tender documents. 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
Jabal Amman - 7th Circle . 

Post Office Box 2310 
Amman, Jordan 
Telex: 21259 JEASAK 
Fax. No. 818336 


JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
RISHA GAS POWER STATION 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF TENDER 
AVAILABILITY 
FOR 

GAS CONDITIONING PLANT AND PIPELINE 

FACILITIES 
TENDER No. 52/89 

Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) announces the Tender 
Document, No. 52/89 is available for purchase as of 1 7 
January, 1 990. 

The tender consists of supply, erection, testing and 
commissioning of gas conditioning unit, pipeline facilities 
and auxiliaries required for the treatment of gas for Risha 
Gas Power Station. 

Sealed tenders shall be submitted to the Secretary of JEA 
Tendering Committee before 10.00 am. Amman time, 17 
March 1990 at the JEA offices in Amman. 

Tender documents are available at the address given 
below for a non-refundable fee of JD 150 payable to JEA 
for each set of the tender documents. 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
Jabal Amman - 7th Circle 
Post Office Box 2310 
Amman, Jordan 
Telex: 21259 JEASAK 
Fax. No. 818336 
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open 


After all mis is tbe spirit of democracy that b sweeping 
through tbe entire face of tbe earth and it is high time that 
tbe people affected by major national decisions are brought 
into tbe reassessment process. 

The first and most urgent thing that needs to be addressed 
is tbe coarse and tactics of the intifada especially after it has 
established itself beyond a shadow of doubt as tbe best 
catayiist available n 


people for 


aspiration of the 
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Eastern Europe and within the Soviet Union ace oversha- 
dowing the Palestinian uprising, it is imperative that new 
tactics be deployed to perpetuate the intifada in order to win 
back the distracted world attention. It appears, for exam- 
ple, that the intifada would probably continue for a long 
time and as has been suggested by some knowledgeable 
people instead of daily routine bursts expressing opposition 
to Israeli occupation, the Palestinian people may want to 
consider periodic major bursts of the khtd that stands to 
bring back the Cocos of international attention back to the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. Such an intermittent tactic could 
farilitwt e the carrying on with life hi the occupied t erritori es 
and wosld prolong the ability and capacity of the intifada to 
go on as long as necessary and if need be mdefinitefy. 
Needless to say, the Palestinian people are the best judge of 
which way to go and it would be p re su mp tuous on 
spectators, even the faithful among them, to preach to them 
from a distance. Yet one thing is now dear: There is going to 
be a long way before real negotiations wflD start between the 
parties involved in the Palestinian conflict and there is 
therefore an urgent need for reassessment of the options 


Jordanian newspapers on Wednesday’s dwelt on Israel’s absorp- 
tion of thousands of Jews to be settled in the occupied Arab lands; 
and discussed tbe serious dimensions of the Jewish immigration to 
Palestine. 

A1 RaH Arabic daily called an Arab summit meeting to decide on. 
ways to deal with the problem and urged speedy action in the 
form of oontacts with the Soviet Union and the United Stales. The 
immigration of thousands of Jews from the Soviet Union and the 
Eastern European countries to Palestine the paper said, consti- 
tutes a real aggression on the Palestinans arm grave danger to 
their future, because the new Jewish comers will be settled on 
lands usurped from their legitimate owners and at the expense of 
the sufferings of the Palestinian people. The paper attacked the 
United States zn particular because it said it is responsible for 
forcing the Soviet Jews to go to Israel by refusing to absorb any of 
‘them in its country, and because it is the real cause behind the 
uprooting of the Palestinian people from their own homeland. 
United States and Israel are now trying to inject newcomers into' 
occupied Palestine to make up for the exodus of thousands of 
Jews who are leaving the country after discovering that they were 
deceived and misled by Zionist propaganda and lured to the 
occupied lands, the paper noted. 


A guest columnist in A1 Ral Arabic daily on Wednesday criticises 
two institutions in Jordan — the Jordan Radio and Television 
Corporation and tbe educational centres like schools and universi- 
ties. Jihad Uddbat says that it is enough to watch television in the 
evening to be horribly bored with the readers of news and 
continuity programmes because of the numerous linguistic mis- 
takes they make which shows that they are of poor training and 
poor education. The writer says that the country is foil of people 
who can be more presentable on television in appearance and in 


l a ngnag --. but had not had the chance even to apply for jobs 
with this corporation. He also points an actaising finger at the 


with tbe corooration. He also points an acianang finger at the 
Mimstry of Education and the educational ins ti t u tions for poor 
education offered to their students and calls for a real overhaul of 
the educational system in the country. 


A1 Dnstour Arabic daily dwelt on tbe Soviet Jewish immigration 
to Palestine and Yitzhak Shamir’s statements in winch he 
his government’s intention to settle Jews cm Arab lands 
to which he said Israel should hold on for ever. This situation, 
the paper said, serves as an alarming bell warning ns of tbe 
looming danger and of the serious consequences on the prospects 
of peace in foe Middle East. The continued immigration is bound 
to have its adverse effects on Arab-Soviet relations and must 
prompt Moscow to realise that tbe immigration of Jews is 
a detrimental blow to the Arab Nation’s interests, said the paper. 
Wjrf of dwelling on the issue in foe press alone, the Arabs 
should take op the matter with Moscow and should discuss this 
serious question at the Arab League and at the highest possible 
level, foe paper suggested. 


‘Cut aid to Israel, 4 others’ 


The following article by U.S. Senate m i norit y leader Bob Dole, 
Republican from Kansas appeared in tbe January 16 issue of 

tbe New York Times: 


IT’s always a little risky to 
predict history’s verdict on con- 
temporary events. But even 
from today’s sometimes short- 
sighted perspective, it is safe to 
declare 1989 as one of the 
watershed years of the 20th 
century — tbe year in which 
C o mmunism collapsed and foe 
long dormancy of freedom sud- 
denly and dramatically blos- 
somed in places from Poland to 


better in ve s t m ent we can make 
in America in 1990 than finding 
w a ys to sup port foe'new demo- 



Xn fact, events have been 
moving so fast that, in some 
ways, we’re all playing catch-up 
cm oar own analyses and policy 
prescrip tio n s. A little caution 
makes great sense in such a 
volatile e nv iro nm ent 

But this much is already 
dear. We do have an enormous 
o ppor t uni ty to consolidate and 
expand freedom’s gains and, at 
foe same time, to enhance 
America’s security and econo- 
mic potential. 

if the new democracies and 
free market economies fail, the 
long-term costs to America wiQ 
be enormous. But if they suc- 
ceed, it will mean that the 
United States could enjoy in- 


fence budgets and armament 
levels and expanded markets 
for onr exports and onr ingenui- 
ty. Simply put, there is no 


That’s the good news. The 
bad news is that supporting 
freedom is not free. It will cost 
bucks — big bucks. And we 
mu st find those bucks within 
foe constraints of onr own 
crushing budget deficits and a 
foreign aid budget that is 
already stretched to tbe break- 
ing paint. 

We may be able to increase 
marginally our overall foreign 
aid expenditures. But foe real- 
ity is that we are not going to 
have much more foreign aid" 
money in the next few years, at 
least until the so-called peace 
dividend kicks in (if it ever 
materialises). 

The immediate answer must 
indude reallocation of what we 
are spending on foreign aid 
now. 

Let me make this point dear 
I am certainly not suggesting 
abandoning or short-changing’ 
our long-time friends around 
the world. They remain very 
impor t an t to us, and their needs 
are just as real and pressing as 
those of the new democracies. 

What I am suggesting is to 
re- examine some of the huge 
aid programmes in a few coun- 


tries — the so-called ear- 
marked countries — that take 
most of our current aid budget. 
Right now, the big five — 
Israel, Egypt, foe Philippines, 
Turkey and Pakistan — receiver 
more foan two-thirds of our 
foreign aid. 

Does it make sense, at tins 
histor ic moment, to provide 
these countries practically all of 


our friends who would "lose" a 
tiny amo un t of their aid bow 
much it is in their interest, too, 
to hdp insure against the fai- 
lure of new democracies and 


our aid at the cost of foreclosing 

dramatically mnmismg new aid. 


d ramatically pro mising new aid. 
initiatives in Eastern Europe or 
other important countries? 
What about, for example, those 
Latin American nations in the 
front lines in the war against 
drugs? 


Consider this sample fact: A 
five per cent cut in current aid 
programmes for the big five 
would provide, about $330 mil- 
lion — enough to' respond to 
foe needs of new democracies 
such as Poland, Hungary, Pana- 
ma and countless needy coun- 
tries that under current alloca- 
tions wiQ receive not one penny 
of American aid. 

Perhaps an even larger 
across-the-board cut and real- 
location would be warranted, as 
tbe democratic revolution gains 
momentum. That would repre- 
sent a better balancing of our 
limited resources with our 


No doubt, these proposed 
deallocations will raise a hue 


and cry. But can’t we convince 


that have tinned some of our 
foreign aid programme virtually 
into “entitlement prog rammes ” 
realise that making some minor 
adjustments m aid allnrafimwe 

can simultaneously serve the 
countries of their special in- 
terest, and serve America? 

And can’t guy colleagues in 
Congress, who. have forced 
the president to swallow a few 
huge earmarked aid program- 
mes, stand up to domestic poli- 
tical pressur e and resist the 
temptation to politicise fo reign , 
aid? Can’t they instead s upport 
an amended .foreign aid' 
strategy that more, completely 
serves foe national interest? 

Even despite congresrionally 
mandated aid programmes, the 
president has the a ut ho rit y to 
make the small allocations of 
foreign aid that I believe are 
warranted. I encourage lam to 
consider seriously making those 
reallocations now. I sland ipady 
to work hard to insure that the 
Congress and the American 
public will back him up. 

To me, it boils down to this: 
Are big gains for freedom 
worth a small cut in a few huge 
foreign aid programmes? X say 
yes. 


By Ralph Boulton 

Reuter 


East German army 


EAST BERLIN — The East 
German army is booting its old 
Communist masters out of the 
barracks and ditching the dock- 
work Prussian discipline that 
made it the pride of the Warsaw 


boots Communism 


out of the barracks 


The goose-stepping parades 
that sent a chill through fore- 
igners but delighted the country’s 
old Stalinist leaders fell early 
victim to the march of “people 
power.” Now foe entire army is 
in the grip of a barracks revolu- 
tion. 

“In three months, the world 
has been turned on its bead for 
us,” said a young border guard 
idling by a hole in the Berlin Wall 
and watching (be West go by. 

“Not so long ago we could have 
been court-martiaDed for talking 
across the wall like this. We were 
an elite troop and expected to 
show total discipline,” he said. 

Tbe plan to end the goose- 
stepping parades, considered by 
many a Hamting echo of Ger- 
many’s militarist past, was 
announced by foe new defence 
minister, Theodor Hoffmann, in 
November. “Parades for sdf- 
glorification are not necessary,” 
he said in a newspaper interview. 

Hoffmann rushed to an army 
camp in early January after sol- 
diers throughout the country 
went on strike again st stifling 


regulations to allow soldiers to go 
out in the evening without uni- 
form and more home leave. 
Discontent ran deep in the 


“You don’t find any motivated 
soldiers bene. How can anyone be 
surprised if we don’t understand 
the point of being a soldier any 
more?” one army unit said in a 
letter to the forces newspaper 


people’s army last month. 
Hoffmann moved Quick 


Hoffmann moved quickly to 
purge die leadership and gave 
swift marching orders to Com- 
munist Party appointees — so- 
called politiaal officers — who 
r formed a parallel command, de- 
ciding anything from high 
strategy to the tones of sports 


“The party win be out of the 
barracks within a week. AH camp 
Communist organisations are 
being dissolved,” defence minis- 
try spokesman Lieutenant Col- 
onel Uwe Hempel said. 

On foe barracks notice board, 
e mpty extortions are replaced by 
potters of opposition groups that 
m October engineered the peace- 
ful overthrow of the old Com- 
munist order. 

Even a soldiers' trade union is 
in foe making — a virtual blas- 
phemy against the spirit that 


Fearful of a complete break- 
down, he annmmffflri a cut in 
compulsory military service from 
IS to 12 months, an earing of 


shaped the old “army of 
socialism.” 

The revolution has not stopped 
at the doors of the officers' mess. 
Plans are afoot to purge uniform s 
of the dutter of braid and decora- 
tions that has run rampant in 
recent years. 

“It wasn’t what we wanted. 
Every time a new embellishment 
was introduced, officers 
groaned,” Hempel said. 

Back in foe ranks, tbe harsher 
physical excesses of cold war 
camp life are also oyer. 

The bane of the soldier's life, 
tbe early-morning run, has bom - 
banished and soldiers are left 
more free time. No more the 
dismal hours of Marrist-Lenmist 
military theory. 

“It’s a relief not to have politic- 
al instruction any more and 
.wonderful to go out in foe even- 
ings without uniform,” the sol- 
dier at the wall said, puffing on an 
American cigarette passed 
through by an Italian girl. 

“Our uniforms allowed ns to go 
to the front of foe queue for a 
disco. Bnt once in there, no girl 
would look at ns.” 

TBe fashion -conscious service- 
man is now even allowed to wear 
a moustache — providing be 
grows it while on leave — or shun 


the barracks canteen and eat out 
at the local cafe. 

In a further concession to the 
spirit of the times, the tide of 
comrade has been dropped from 
protocol. Comrade sergeant-ma- 
jor has become plain old berr 
sergeant-major again. 

“The atmosphere has changed. 
What we’re aiming at now is a 
smaller, more efficient army,” 
Colonel Hempel commented. 

The 173,000-5trong force vriH 
probably be cat back to around 
120,000 over the next few years, 
he said. 

The upheaval of the- last three 
months has taken a heavy toll on 
the force. 

Some 50,000 servicemen have 
drafted into the civilian sector, 
driving trucks, working in baker- 
ies, helping in hospitals and 
labouring at docks. Tbe flight of 
hundreds of thousands of people 
to the West has left labour shor- 
tages everywhere. . 

In the ports of Rostock and 
Mukran, Soviet forces have also 
been called in to keep foe eco- 
nomy going. Mosocw has kept 
some 380,000 troops in. East Ger- 
many rince World War U, though 
about 20,000 are due for with- 
drawal under unilateral Kremlin 
cuts. The onset of a harsh winter 
could make the army’s problems 
acute. 

“We just don’t have enough 
specialists left to keep all our 
equipment in order. This means 
our readiness is not as hi gh as it 
might be,” Hempel said. 

“But we’re reckoning that a 
NATO attack is not so likely at 
the moment.” 


After 50 years in exile, Albanian 



king still dreams of going home 


By Greg 
The Assoaa 


Myre 


JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- 
ca i— From a rustic suburban 
house with a yard full of over- 
grown weeds, the man who would 
be Albania’s king dreams of a 
return to the homeland be scarce- 
ly knows. 

King Leka I, an exile for all his 
50 years, says he believes tbe 
wildfires of reform elsewhere in 
Eastern Europe wiS ignite in 
long-isolated Albania, the re- 
gion’s last hard-line Stalinist 


Zog died in France in 1961, and 
Leka was sworn in by foe Alba- 
nian govemmezrt-m-exile. 

Tbe would-be king is an impos- 
ing 6 feet 8 inches (2.1 metres) 
tall, with glasses and a full head 


firmed Yugoslav press reports of 
unrest in Albania, which die 
Albanian government h*»« a*. 
nied. 


: graying hair. 

Rrr a meeting at his home, he 
wears a pistol and a combat knife, 
and his military-style shirt has an 
Albanian crest pinned on his col- 
lar. His office walls are covered 
with fading mans and flags of 
Albania. 


If a revolution comes, Leka 
says he would be proud to follow, 
foie footsteps of his -father, the 

seif-znade nwnarri h King Zog L 
But if the people don’t want a 
king, he says, he'd settle for foe 
cihanire to return to the country he 
was spirited out of fe 1939 to 
escape invading Italian troo ps . 
He was just three days old. 

Since then, Leka has lived in 
seven countries. He speaks eight 
languages, and says he has 
learned to feel at borne “where- 
ver I have my family and my 


Last month, Leka called on 
Albanians inride and outside the 
country to rise up against “the 
tyrannical and atheist regime riia* 
has for so long misruled our 
beloved homeland.'* 


Leka concedes that more than 
four decades of repressive rule 
will make it difficult to mobilise 
opposition forces. Bnt he and his 
supportes have offices in France 
ana elsewhere in Europe, and 
maintain clandestine contacts 
with government and military fi- 
gures disgruntled with foe Com- 
munist leadeship, be said. 

Because Albania is such a 
closed society, there is no accu- 
rate measure of Leka's support. 
Bnt be believes he could serve as 
a unifying force among Albanians 
opposed to Communist rule, and 
is confident of his stature despite 
bis family’s long absence. 


exporting mine rals and heavy 
machinery to the Middle and Far 
East. He also travels extensively 
to maintain contacts with foe 
estimated 3 million ethnic - Alba- 
nians who live outride the coun- 
try, a number almost equal to 
those within. 

Leka and his Australian-born 
wife, Queen Susan, left Spaion in 
1979 when Communist states put 
pressure on the Madrid govern- 
ment. He dawns foe Al banian 
government, worried about his 
support inside and outside his 
homeland, instigated the 


A year later, the couple rented 
a ranch-style house at the end Of a 
dirt road in the far northern 
suburbs of Johannesburg, intend- 
ing to remain only six mnnrtwi 
But Leka has stayed on ever 


Even so, he says: “My only 



Leka’s father, foe head of an 
Albanian dan,i became Alba- 
nia’s prime minister in 1922, 
when he was still in his 20s. In. 
1928, die national assembly gave' 
him a tide that translated into 
“prince,” according to Burke’s 
Royal Families of London. 

However, Zog proclaimed 
him s elf “IBs Majesty King Zog 
I,” and the country’s constitution 
called for his son to succeed him 


He said foe- statement was 
broadcast into Albania from 
radio stations in Yugoslavia's 
Kosovo region, home to many 
ethnic Albanians, and also h as 
been reported on Radio Moscow 
and Voice at America. 

Albania’s Communist Party 
chief Ramiz Alia has resisted 1 
reforms in the rigidly controlled 
nation, the poorest and most ru- 
ral in Europe. The country has 
been largely cut off from the 
outside world since foe Commun- 
ists c ame to power in 1946 under 
Enver Hoxha, who ruled nntif his 
death in 1985. 

Tbe Albanian Communist Par- 
ty daily newspaper, Zeri I Popo- 
ut, recently accused Albanian ex- 

ilM rtf j? ^ 


He points proudly to one of the 
final speeches made by Hoxha 
before his death in 1985, in which 
he says Hoxha called him a drug 
smuggler, a gun-runner and a 
trader in women. 

“When your opponent insults 
you like that, he must see you as a 
threat,” he said. “I took it as a 
great compliment.” 


Qes of trying to foment an upris- 
ing that would bring Leka I to 
power. There have been unoon- 


During his exile, Leka’s back- 
ers have included late Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat, foe late 
Shah of Iran, Saudi Arabia’s King 
Faisal and Belgium's King 
Bandomn. 

He paid tribute to them by 
naming his son Leka Anwar Zog 
Reza Baudouin, and has taught 
the boy, now 8, to consider him- 
self ClOWn pnniy 

Leka has used his contacts to 
support bimsetfas a businessman, 


There are five dogs and a rest- 
ing pickup truck outside. Inside, 
a weapons collection includes 
blowpipes from New Guinea, a 
rinno-hide shield from Ethiopia, 
long-handled swords from Thai- 
land and Zulu spears. 

His favourites, Leka says, are a 
pistol given to htm by bis father and 
helmets from Iran that be says 
date back to the Crusades. 

As for his own crusade, Leka 
can do little more than hope and 
wait. 

“It has been difficult to wear 
several different hats — to try to 
be a businessman and lead a 
normal famOy life and to head an 
opposition movement,” he says. 

But Leka’s belief in his birth- 


But Leka’s belief in his birth- 
right is unwavering. 

“I am the king in exile, ~ he 
said, “and I believe one day I will 
return,” 
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A. fife y feu tn of Afriai befen s k get awi h d 


Nice place , lousy service 


By Nar Sid 

Special to Ac Jordan Tima 

AMMAN — Mr. mi Mb. Diqxni 
who come Cram a small Tillage in 
northern France, decided to in- 
vest their holiday mood inxo as 
exotic new place. Having ac- 
quired all reading material and 
advertisements, and after long 
iwuix of conte mp lation they de- 
rided On Aqaba. As a first trip to 
the Middle East, they were en- 
thusiastic towards an eventful 
holiday. But, as they were won 
to discover, vision was truly de- 
ceiving. 

It was on their second day in 
Aqaba that the Duponts con- 
cluded that “not omy axe the 
prices high, but spending money 
is not a pleasure.” They ex- 
plained that hoteliers neglected 
them by portraying carekssnos 
and providing bad service. They 
say foe food was inedible and the 
hotel room was unhygienic. To 
top it aU the hotel was graded as a 
four star. 

Ministry of Tourism Secretary 
General Nasri Attalah, 'says that 
such accusations are seldom 
beard by bis nuntstry. “Every 
time I send inspectors to Aqaba, 
they come bade repo rtin g every- 
thjqg to be in tip-top condition.” 
But, pondering moments over 
this, he admitted that govern - 
meat ctnpolyoes are not very 
good Judges of tourist services. 

Mo hammad Asfour, dwiman 
of the Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce, says 
that ‘the lade of proper 'touristic 
services is a . social problem. 

“ Jordanians do not accept ifac 
idea erf serving others and tints 
look at serving as a degrading 
job.” 

Aqaba, one of the most beauti- 
ful areas and Jordan's only beach 
resort, is having its image des- 
troyed because concerned au- 
thorities axe unable to coordinate 
and implement stable services, 
specialist in the field observe. Not 
only does this affect international 
tourism to the country, but focal 
tourists also voice complaints. 
They say their e xp erience is not 
different, especially when they 
try to book in one erf the “better" 
hovels. 

Three young Jordanians, un- 
able to travel abroad, settled for a 
holiday in Aqaba, but, while 
trying to find a room Site con- 
stantly received the same reply — 
“sorry we're fully booked this 
week," one said. They later disc- 
overed that the hotels were 
actually quite empty! "Why 
would hoteliers deceive their loc- 
al tourists in this manner?" one of 
the distressed young men asked. 

Attalah observes that because 
of higher prices for international 
tourists, the hoteliers prefer to 
have rooms occupied by fore- 
igners rather than locals. 

The Duponts expressed their 
admiration of the Red Sea, its 
picturesque coral reefs, und er foe 
sea reddish-purple mountains 
which and the pastel-fiJee colours 
of foe sunset. But, despite aO the 
nature surrounding them, they 
wanted something more. 

“There arc no activities dot 
enter tainm ent at any hour of the 
day neither for children nor 
adults," the JDuponts say. 

A hidden displeasure sneaked 
through their eyes when the 
Duponts were asked about water 
cirm»g. “We paid four Jordanian 
dinar* for a meagre three mi- 
nutes. Tbe boat is oW and the skis 
arc ip . terrible condition." Most 
importantly, they exclaim ed, the 
driver was unprafesmnaL 

Attalah agreed that the 
Aqiiaroarina , being the only 
faaliiy, neglects its 
due to lack erf competition. _ 

As long as people k«p skning 

— who cares? 

- Asfour . suggested that . foe 
problem derives from “Jorda- 
qHiTM not heing oriented to accept 
tourists and their desires for their 
own concept of fBD>” We adds 

that while there arc some wbo are 

not oriented to accept tourists, 
there are others who are not 
sea-oriented pnd thus, are not 
capable of grasping the prospect 
of Aqaba, as a sea resort and 
therefore promote it aooofdiftgfy. 
a should be the place for 
to spend their vacations* 
alas, despite all its -natmai- 


atoraetiora, Aqaba is suffering 


to lack initia tive. 

Attalah confirmed (hat it is 
difficult for foe ministry to tackle 
the problems unless complaints 
co m e directly v> them. 

Bat, a concerned Jordanian 
argues that “tbe muustxy need 
not wait for complaint* in order 
to make some moves. The prob- 
lems of Aqaba are vsftte; the 
fact that tourism has sharply de- 
clined and the occ u p an cy rate is 
only 35 per cent is proof enough 
that Aqaba is becoming a div 


Asfour insisted dun foe Minis- 
try of Tourism is unable to solve 
Aqaba's shortcomings on its own 
and suggested that the solution 
hex in coop era tion between the 
government and the private sec- 
tor through tiie chamber of ccsn- 


Already. Asfour declined that 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) had estab- 
lished offices worldwide in order 
to promote Jordan at the inter- 
n&Donal level and arrange for 


chartered flights with special 
packages directly into Aqaba's 
mtcrntional airport. Asfour adds 
that Jordan is working towards 
attracting international com- 
panies to invest in Aqaba. “We 
believe that tbe Chamber of com- 
merce has to work hard in col- 
laboration with the public sector 
to provide basic elements for 
attracting foreign investment." 

Altaian agrees adding four the 
Ministry of Tourism is drawing 
Irfans to improve the situation by 
attending conferences and exhibi- 
tions abroad, advertising and 
issuing pamphlets, to promote 
tourism. 

Many tourists like the Duponts 
say thai although they expected 
more out of Aqaba, it is never- 
theless beautiful in terms of its 
nature and archaeological sur- 
roundings. But the Duponts say, 
“it is not enough*'* and hope that 
with the authorities taking new 
measures Aqaba would prosper 
in the future, but for the time 
being “we do nor think of coming 
back." 


Spirit cult market defies 
Brazil’s economic slump 


By Todd Lew** 

77* Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil — In 
Ricardo Concetcao Lima's store, 
dried bat wings are a big seller. 
So are devil statues, baby snakes 
and deer an tier shavings. Lately 
there's been a run on mystical 
African incense, said to attract 
wealth. 

Lima's spirit-cult supply store, 
tucked away in the come of a 
musty indoor market in Rio's 
poor northern zone, has a steady 
and foyal clientele. 

White many retailers are strug- 
gling to stay afloat amid 1,765-pcr 

nres, Lima says business is good 
and getting better. 

“Smoe March our sales have 
jumped SO per cent," he raid. 
“The tougher rimes get, the bet- 
ter I do. 

Lima is one of thousands of 
merchant whq cater to Brazil's 
legions of spirit -cull worshippers. 

An estimated 90 million of the 
nation's ISO million people follow 
African voodoo-style cults, 
generally lumped together under 
foe term Macumha and de- 
scended from Yoruba and Bantu 
refimons practiced by slaves. 

Over the centuries foe cults 
freely borrowed elements of Ro- 
man Catholicism, native Indian 
faiths and European witchcraft. 
They are now uniquely Brazilian, 
and have spread among all races 
and dames. 

“Brazilians have lost faith in 
their leaders and are turning to 
spiritual means of solving their 
problems. Artists, businessmen, 
politicians — everyone has a 
band in it," said Paulo Codbo. a 
magician and author of several 
books on magic. 

Most cult-article buyers are tbe 
poor who inhabit urban shanty- 
town shims, jumbles of shacks 
fining dirt tracks with oo plumb- 
ing or runnig water. 


But a growing number of cus- 
tomers are middle- and upper- 
class Brazilians seeking help for 
emotional or financial mwbtes: 
Businessmen worried by infla- 
tion. women unset when their 
grown children leave home, un- 
employed college graduates frus- 
trated with a shrinking job 
market. 

At the heart of this phe- 
nomenon is the belief that many 
illnesses, economic headaches 
and romantic setbacks have a 
spiritual origin — and the same 
goes for good tack. 

“I used to be just a manicur- 
ist,” said Sonia de Oliveira, a 
4A-year-old Rio housewife. “But 
when I became a believer, my 
whole life improved. Now X have 
a car, a house and 1 don't have to 
work for anyone.” 

About 85 per cent of Brazilians 
profess to be Roman Catholics. 
But many see no conflict in spirit- 
cult belief as well. 

To Tap the market, some mer- 
chants have switched from ped- 
dling household wares and 
clothes to hawking cult ankles. 
Manuel Felgueiras Pontes gave 
up his fish stand to open a voodoo 
shop three yean ago. 

“I knew a lot of people would 
rather practice Macnmba than 
eat," he said. “So 1 switched. l‘m 
not sorry I did." 

For the voodoo bargain hunter, 
the market in Madureira district, 
os Rio's north zone, is foe place 
to shop. Some 37 of the 350 shops 
in this winding, shadowy market 
feature Mack magic items. A1I the 
visitor needs is a fat wallet and a 
strong stomach. 

Outside the Oxaia Tcctdos 
shop, a life-sized Mannequin rep- 
resenting the spirit deity Exu is 
clad in a black top hat, boots and 
velvet doak, holding a trident 
stand. 

Africans believed Exu was the 
principle of change, movement 
and fertility. But under the influ- 


ence of Roman Catholicism. Exu 
in Brazil became a devil. 

This particular Exu is called 
Marabo. an entity said to Ming 
financial success. His cape costs 
$80. The boon are $145; the 
trident $45. 

At the nearby Odo-Ya Voodoo 
shop, toads used to cast evil spells 
for $25. Duck feet cos a mere 
Elephant tails, seashell neck- 
laces and dried ears of corn used 
to ward off evil spirits range from 
$1 to $15. A bar of Made, tar-like 
soap to wash away negative fluids 
gpes for $6.50. It's imported from 


£ 


Short on cash? No problem. 
Proprietor Antonio Helena 
accepts all major credit cards. 

Heleno takes special pride in a 
cntlecrioa of dull brown rocks 
sitting in ceramic bowls of water 
on foe floor. Their magical prop- 
erties are protected in blessed 
water, he explained. This week 
he’s running a special sale — S3 
per rock. 

Next door, animals are sold for 
sacrificial rituals, a controversial 
but widely tolerated practice. 

The chickens’ head, feet, wing- 
tips and tail, said to hold foe 
“axe” (ab-sheb) or magical force, 
are cut off in an age-old African 
ritual. Goats, subbed in the neck 
(hiring rituals, sell for $3 a kilo. 

Some object to the cult 
worship, especially sacrifices, but 
moves to ban such practices have 
not worked. 

Last July, Rio councilman Wil- 
son Leite Passes called for a law 
prohibiting animal sacrifice. 
Some 280 cult leaders clad in 
white lace, turbans and glass- 
bead and tooth necklaces 
gathereed on the steps of dty hall 
and threatened to cast a spell 
over each councilman. 

The Bill was quietly with- 
drawn. 

Professional magicians argue 
char magical powers don't come 
pre-packaged. 


Rare Siberian cranes 
could be war’s unlikely victims 


By Vyny Josh! 

The Associated Press 

BHARATPUR, India — The 
of western India are the 
favo urite w in t e r in g ground of the 
rare Siberian crane, a majestic 
and mysterious bird with a white 
body, a red beak and a haunting 
cty. 

But Sewer and fewer of the 
buds are being sighted, and some 
wildlife watchers fear they have 
become unlikely casualties of 
war, dying in foe skks over 


ornithologist. Some Indi an wild- 
fife officials and environmental- 
ists agree. But a Soviet scientist 
has rejected the theory. 

Indian officials also said recur- 
ring drought in Bharatpur may be 
contributing to the decline. 
Orintbokwists know little about 




17 cranes arrived this 
winter firthe Keoladeo national 
park at Bh ara tpu r , once a duck- 
shooting preserve of maharajahs 
and now a sanctuary for more 
than 406 bird species. 

V.S. Vuayan, a scientist with 
the Bombay Natural History 
Society who has beat working at 
Bharatpur, said last season there 
24 at 


cranes, and 31 foe season 
before that 

like the Afghanistan war it- 
self, foe puzzle of foe Siberian 
cranes has its partisans. 

The theory that the birds are 
falling victim to Afghan gunners 
advanced by an American 


the cranes, which fly from their 

din the 


tundras of 
to Bharatpur in 
India's western Rajasthan state. 
It is a journey of more than 5,000 
kilometres, and takes about a 
month. 

A smaller flock migrates to 
Inn. The two flocks leave their 
Siberian borne in foe Ob river 
valley in September or October, 
just as tbe snow brans to fall. 
They return in late February or 
early March. 

The India-bound flock prob- 
ably makes only two stopovers — 
in Soviet Kazhakrstan and Afgha- 
nistan, according to Vladimir 
Flint, head of tbe Soviets’ animal 
protection department at the All- 
Union Research Institute of Na- 
ture Conservation and Reserves 
in Moscow. 

There are no precise estimates 
of foe number of western Sibe- 
rian cranes. Harris put tbe figure 


at fewer than 50 altogether, but 
other estimates place it as high as 
200 . 

“There is very little data about 
tbe birds. We hardly know any- 
thing about them except that they 
fly over Iran and Afghanistan to 
the marshes “here," Flint said in 
an interview at Bharatpur. 

“And there are a lot of people 
with guns in Afghanistan who are 
waiting to pull foe trigger," said 
Tun Harris, deputy director of the 
International Crane Foundation 
based in Baraboo, Wisconsin. 

Since the birds are safe from 
human* in the inaccessflrfe Sibe- 
rian tundras and in foe sanctuary 
at Bharatpur, it is likely they are 
being killed during migration. 
Hams said. 

But Flint, whose Soviet coun- 
trymen ended their nine-year 
military intervention in Afghanis- 
tan a year ago, said: “I do not 
agree that foe birds are being 
lotted over Afghanistan. Our next 
goal is to know the whole migra- 
tion route and the dangers they 
face.” 

However, Ptakash goto, head 
of foe Ecological Society based in 
Poona, India, agreed that Sibe- 
rian cranes may be dying in 


Afghanistan. He said other 
cranes were shot and sold for 
meat in' Afghanistan even before 
the war erupted between the 
Soviet-backed government and 
U.S.-supported Muslim guer- 
rillas. 

Harris also said a dead Siberian 
crane turned up last year at a 
local meat market in Pakistan. 

Flint, Harris and Gole came to 
Bharatpur at tbe invitation of the 
Bombay Natural History Society 
after attending a conference on 
cranes in neighbouring Gujarat 
state. 

The freshwater marsh at Bhar- 
atpur, about 50 kil ome t re s west 
of tbe Taj Mahal, was declared a 
shooting preserve for local 
maharajas and British colonial 
rulers in 1902. Bird hunting was 
outlawed here hi 1972, and the 
marsh was declared a national 
park in 1981. 

The park's director, K.L. 
Saini, said the Afghanistan 
theory is an interesting one. 

“But it is highly likely that the 
frequent droughts in foe area may 
be foe main reason for their 
decreasing number," he said. 

"Until about eight years ago 


we used to have regular floods 
which kept foe marsh alive and 
luced enough food for foe 



Another set of cranes, 
apparently foe same species as 
foe western Siberian crane, 
breeds in eastern Siberia and 
migrates to China in winter. The 
eastern Siberian cranes are be- 
lieved to number at least 1,400. 
Like tbe western cranes, they are 
considered endangered species. 

Flint said the Soviets have be- 
gun studies to genetically com- 
pare the two types of birds. “But 
my guess is mere will be no 
difference,” he said. 

The declining crane migration 
is of concern not only naturalists. 
Those who earn their living by 
conducting tours of tbe sanctuary 
are worried too. 

Udai Singh gives one-day tours 
costing $100 for Western tour 
groups and 125 rupees, or $7.35, 
for Indian groups. 

“Everyone comes to Bharatpur 
to see the Siberian cranes,” Singh 
said. “And when they stop corn- 
bag here, even the tourists will 
stop ... I guess we will have to 
dose shop.” 


Focus on People 


One man’s crusade 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

DREAMS ARE only for the young, the ‘unexpofed* . the 'unrealistic 1 , 
tight? Wrong! having dreams and aspirations is not a monopoly of the 
young. When tune and circumstances proved to he appropriate retired 
Captain Arslan Ramadan turned age and experience to his advantage and 
fulfilled h* dreams of recording Jordan's natural ueauiv. its habitat and 
wiMHe in impressive publications. This week Arslan Ramadan talks to 

nislif 


Focus on people about his fife hs publications and his pLuu for the future, 
While children often have dreams of grandeur and glory. Ramadan, 
foe drikl had no particular ambitions, “1 grew up in Amman of the 1930’s 
and -40‘s. There was no electricity, no ranning water. Life was very simple 
aod uncomplicated. All we thought about as children was playing and 
being mischivious. Wc were wild children. My father died when 1 was 
seven and my mother always poshed me to study and become a learned 
Stan. I played when 1 was supposed to be studying. When all else failed 
she decided she would send me to a ’strict', good school, so she sent me to 
A1 Najah in Nabhts," Ramadan recalls. As he speaks he turns around to 
speak to his mother in Circassian, the language of his forfathers, 
apparently to r emind her of tbe time flat he is recalling while telling his 
story. 

Ramadan lives with his mother in a cosy house in Bayadar Wadi Seer, 
an area where Circassians settled but which is now inhabited by Arabs and 
Circassians alike. The women in fns life are very important to him as is 
apparent in his dedication of bis books, one was to fan mother, the other 
to his late wife. The house is full of antiquities, old boobs, framed old 
stamps and photographs of tbe birds of Jordan. 

After tea, Ramadan recalled the 1940’s. “So I went to Najah. Although 
1 did not enjoy studying, I enjoyed one particular teacher, bis name was 
Abdul Rahim Mahmoud. He was a known Palestinian poet and his classes 
were my favourite. While 1 may have Tailed in all ray studies, I excelled in 
poetry and that's why my teacher liked me as I liked him. I had to leave 
Nablus after one year because disturbances increased and I wanted to 


return to Jordan to enhsi in the army. There was one thing 2 took back 
with me that was mare permanent than all the rest: it was the love and 
resp ect for nationhood," 

Ramadan returned to Amman to join the armed forces and asked to be 
sent to Palestine to fight against the Zionists. Because he was educated 
and had derical skills he smd the army stationed him in Ramallah where 
he worked as a message ticker and so “unfortunate fy I was never in 
cambat”. His teacher, tbe poet, was killed in the war of IMS, and that 
made Ramadan sad. 

After tbe war Ramadan returned to Amman and stayed in the army. In 
1957 at foe rank of captain be retired. Between 1957 and 1975 Ramadan 
served as a Royal escort at the Royal palaces. His tenior be says “taught 
me about brave and courages men who could handle any situation”. The 
army was "a school, a college and a university combined. Serving IBs 
Majesty the King Hussein was beyond that, it was 'the* school of life," he 
recalls. Ramadan's contact with nature started as a hunter. He later 
realised that be was in fact “destroying part of nature" and instead began 
to “hum” document it through photographs and information gathering. 

“In the 1960's 1 remember two Englishmen who came to visit tbe Royal 
Court to present His Majesty with books they had written about Jordan. 
His Majesty was very pleased and appreciated their work. I remember 
feeling — well — jelouse. I did not want to deny the gentlemen their 
work, but T remembered what my teacher had taught me and f felt it a 
shame ibat a foreigner was capable of writing beautiful books about 
Jordan while I was not," Ramadan says. He made a promise to himself 
that one day he would also write beautiful books about Jordan. 

In 1975 Ramadan retired from the Royal Court and started travelling 
abroad, something be had never done before, he visited England, 
Germany, Italy, Greece, Turkey, Syria and Egypt. 

“While travelling I learned many things. Fust of all I was impressed by 
the way people took care of their historical monuments and how they 
documented every part of their countries’ past and present so carefully. I 
also found out that many old paintings and books about Jordan could be 
found, in particular in London. Things I had never beard of or seen. Some 
of tbe travelogues thai I found where from the last century and some were 
even older than that," Ramadan recalls. 

“I began buying books, pbotoiaphs, paintings, coins, stamps; anything 
that was old about Jordan I bought. I decided to compile a photo book 
depicting Jordan and Palestine at the beginning of tbe century. Since I 
already bad a lot of material I proposed the idea to Crown Prince Hassan 
who welcomed the idea and also was forthcoming with the financial aid 
that I needed at the time, fn 1961 ‘Photographs from Jordanian and 
Palestinian Heritage* was published. Ten thousand copies were primed. 
Now I have only four left,” Ramadan says with a grin of satisfaction. 

For tbe next eight yean Ramadan continued to visit London aod buy 
more books and other treasures. Before publishing his heritage book, 
Ramadan bad already brought bad; 340 old books to Jordan. While 
bringing back books and paintings is rewarding, it ts also increasingly 
expensive and he eventually sold most of his books to the libraries of tbe 
universities of Yannouk and Mutaa and to individuals. 

“Many Jordanians came to me to buy paintings, photographs, stamps, 
books and coins. I was obliged to seD because I wanted to buy more. I was 
not unhappy about selling tbe things to people here because after aU I had 
brought these things back to Jordan to be enjoyed by Jordanians,” 
Ramadan says. 

Ramadan got many ideas from his travels. A book entitled Ancient and 
Modem Rome provided the idea for Iris next book: “Amman Yesterday 


and Today," published in 1983. Subsequently a touristic book aboui 
Jordan, “The Land of Jordan" was published in 1988. 

“Now I have my next book ready. I have been working on it for the last 
years and have travelled over 200,000 kilometres to gather the informa- 
tion. It is called The Birds of Jordan and I probably consider this my 
m as t e rpi ec e. I photographed birds in their natural habitat. I read 200 
books about birds in foe last five years. I feel I'm an expert on birds at this 
point. I am also compfling a schoolbook for children about the birds of 
Jordan so they can learn to appreciate what we have in this country.” 

Ramadan admits (hat be is broke. A court order has seized his wife's 
property against his debt to tbe banks. He has already started work on two 
other photographic books. One is about foe Jordanian desert and tbe 
other about Jerusalem. Asked about his plans for the future he says “I had 
a dream to present His Majesty with a book on Jordan. So far I have 
presented linn with three and more are to come." 
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cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Raming pots available 
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lM0 r 23:30 
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Bush administration wants 


changes in foreign aid 


WASHINGTON (R) 


— The Bush administration 
said Tuesday it wanted greater flexibility in distribu- 
tion of foreign aid to such traditional allies as Israel 
so that it could pour more cash into Eastern Europe 
and other nations. 


distribution changed. 

“It goes to oar general concern 
about the prerogatives of the 


- The White House and State 
Department issued statements 
railing for greater adaptability in 
response to a proposal from Sen- 
ate . Republican leader Robert 
D to trim aid for Israel, Egypt, 
the Philippines, Turkey and 
Pakistan and use the money in 
Eastern Europe. 

“It’s something that die admi- 
nistration thinks is well worth 
looking at in order to give us the 
very flexibility... in light of, let’s 
take for instance, the unbeliev- 
able changes that have gone on in 
Eastern Europe,” said State De- 
partment spokeswoman Margaret 
TntwOer. 

Around two thirds of all U.S. 


aid is usually reserved for those 
five countries with around one 
t h ird going to Israel and Egypt 

But administration spokesmen 
said such earmarking tied Presi- 
dent George Bush's hands in con- 
ducting foreign policy. The fore- 
ign aid budget is about $14 billion 
annually. 

Tutwuer said Secretary of State 
James Baker had discussed the 
issue with Dole and expected to 
talk with other congressional 
leaders soon. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater declined to 
individual countries as 
pients but said the 
wanted to see the^system of aid 


president in making foreign poli- 
cy decisions, and about our need 
to be flexible in terms of moving 
money from one country to 
another where needs stay arise 
on short notice,” he said. 

Do le said in a New York Times 
opinion column that a five per 
cent cut in aid to the top five 
recipients would free $330 million 
for “tiie needs of new democra- 


Isracl and other countries have 


positions as prime aid recipients 
could be eroded by the changes 


sweeping i 
Tutwfler 


said other regions also 
were clamouring for more U.S. 
aid. Those include Panama, 
whose economy was devastated 
after last month's U.S. invasion. 


and drug-producing countries m 
South America. 


Top Soviet economist eyes 


stock, commodity markets 


Australia 


resumes 


live-sheep 


exports to 
S. Arabia 


CANBERRA (R) — Australia 
64,500 sheep to SaudB 


a 



Arabia Wednesday, 
lucrative trade suspended for 
months after a row over animal 
health. 

The sheepcarrier Cormo Ex- 
press left Adelaide on an 18-day 
voyage with the first shipment 
since Australia cut the trade in 
August after five shiploads totall- 
ing 300,000 sheep were rejected. 

Saudi health authorities said at 
the time that some of the sheep 
were diseased with blue tongue 
and sheep pox, allegations deified 
by Australia because the diseases 
are not present in its commercial 
flocks. 


Saudi Arabia has traditionally 
t alcgn half the seven mil Ho n live 
sheep, worth 230 million dollars 
($173 nfilHon), Australia nonnat- 


THE HAGUE (R) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s top econo- 
mic advisor said Tuesday Moscow 
should abolish state ow n e r s h ip of 
industry and create stock and 
commodity markets as part of a 
drive to rescue the moribund 
Soviet economy. 

“The last we should do to make 
the transition to the market 
mechanism is to dismantle the 
! state ownership system,” Deputy 
Prime Minister Leonid Abalkin 
said in a speech at an East-West 
conference in The Hague. 

Another condition for Mos- 
cow’s planned move towards a 
market economy was “to estab- 
lish the relevant inf r a s tr u c tu re — 
such as commodity and stock 
markets," he said without elabor- 
ating. 

Abalkin rejected charges of 
foot-dragging on economic re- 
forms, saying none of the condi- 
tions was in place to abolish the 
Soviet system of central economic 

p lanning . 

“So ter not a single condition 
has been met,” said Abalkin, 
,who was in the Netherlands on a 
,36-hour visit for talks with Prime 
Minister Ruud Lubbers and 
Dutch businessmen. 

“That means that there can be 
no place for a developed market 
of any kind as yet,” said Abalkin, 
a radical economist whose ideas 
formed the basis for Moscow’s 


new six-year economic reform 
programme approved by parlia- 
ment last mentis. 

Abalkin warned time was run- 
ning out for Gorbachev’s policies 
if shops did not fill up by the end 
of 1990, and Moscow's top prior- 
ity was to boost imports of food, 
consumer goods, pharmaceuticals 
as well as raw materfak and 
machinery. 

“This must be achieved before 
the end of the year. It will not be 
an overstatement to say that not 
only the prestige of the govern- 
ment but the destiny of peres- 
troika depends an success m tins 
area,” he said. 

But the Soviet Union was also 
looking at long-term cooperation 
with industry in the West, -espe- 
cially in Europe which accounts 
for 80 per cent of Soviet foreign 
trade, he said. 

“The Soviet Union has a lot to 
offer its partners in the West, 
particularly in the light of the 
conversion of military production 
and the lifting of secrecy in many 
” he said. 


possible. 

Czechoslovak Deputy Finance 
Munster Frantisek Pavelka told 
the of ficial Czechoslovak news 
agency CTK that this had been 
almost unanimously by 
lecon’s standing commission 



Comecon agrees to aim 
for early -c ur re n cy convertibility 


for foreign currency questions. 

“According in c o nvertible or 
national currencies will be intro- 
duced in the shortest possible 
time,” he said. 

The commission also agreed 
that real foreign exchange rates 
influenced by market conditions 
would start to be used, bat Pavel- 
ka said it wanted this brought in 
gradually. 

“From next January,' a gradual 
transition to c o n di tions existi ng in 
world trade will start,” CTK 
quoted him as saying. 

Comecon prime ministers, 
meeting in Sofia last week, 
agreed to switch their trade gra- 
dually on to a basis of hard 
currency accounting and world 
market prices. 

That meeting was their first 
Comecon session since deep poli- 
tical and economic changes swept 
through Eastern Europe. 


ly ships to the Middle East each 
year. 

Ute 300,000 rejects were di- 
verted sold to other Middle 
East countries, but the Australian 
Meat and Livestock Corporation 
suspended farther shipments to 
Sarah Arabia pending govern- 
ment talks. 

Contacts included a letter in 
November from Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke to King Fabd, who 
this week responded. 


African economies continue retreating 

ADDIS A^ABA (R) — African 


Ji ■ . vJ >w. 


sightly in 
1989 bat failed to keep up with 
population growth and on aver- 
age Africans became worse off, 
the continent's top economist 
said Monday. 

Adebayo Adedeji, head of the 
U.N. Economic Commission for 
Africa, called on creditors to 
slash the continent's $250 billion 
foreign debt bill by at least half 
and allow a 10-year moratorium 
on repayments to support econo- 
mic recovery. 

“The international community 
must see 1990 as a year of oppor- 
tunity to consolidate their coop- 
eration with Africa, to ensure a 
stunning economic turnaround 
which leads to self sustained 
growth,” Adedeji declared. 

The debt trap was one of three 
“albatrosses” around African 
necks daring 1989, allowing gross 


Tins exceeded the previous 
year’s 2.4 per cent growth but 
lagged : behind Africa's, popula- 
tion growth rate of more than 



al GDP fell 0 3 per .cent after 


dropping 0.7 per cent in 1988. 


1989, as m previous years, 
demand for export com- 
modities, the debt trap and the 
harsh and rigid conditionalities of 
orthodox structural adjustment 
p r ogr am mes constituted the three 
major albatrosses around the 
neats of the already fragile Afri- 
can economies,” Adedeji said. 

The fact that most of Africa 
enjoyed unusually good weather, 
boosting term output by 3.1 per 
cent after 2.8 per. cent in -1988, 
underscored the underlying fra- 
gility of its econ o mies, he added 
Adedeji said a slump in world 


product (GDP) to grow 
.9 perce! 


coffee and cocoa prices was hard 
on producers. Africa tost nearly 


by only 2.9 per cent, be said in his 
annual state of the continent mes- 


$250 million in export revenue 
since the international coffee ex- 


quota system collapsed last 
and its 25. coffee exporting 
nations could lose another $1.5 
bOHon in 1990. 

Mineral performance, helped, 
by frm oil prices, was mixed in 
1989, showing growth of 2.4 per 
cent after 3.2 per cent in 1988. 

Manufacturing growth im- 
proved to 4.9 per cent from 4.3 
per cent in 1988, but remained a 
“ f r ustr ated victim and helpless 
prisoner to a number of structural 
weaknesses and limitations.” 

Stronger prices for ofl and 
other minerals contributed to a 
sHgbtty brighter trade picture over- 
all with the deficit telling to 
around $9 bSSkm from $113 bfl- 
hon in 1988. 

Exports rose to $67 biSkm in 
1969 from $57.7 billion in 1988 
while imports rose to $76 biltion 
from $69 bflfion. 

But too much money was goin^ 
into debt rep a yments, Adedeji 
noting tire gobbled up 40 
atf of: 
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per cent of 1969 export income. 


Foreign debt now equalled 88 - 

S ir cent of total. GDP, he raid. 
tang rich countries to act'to.-.- 
thg debt burden, he sad - 
such relief should not be l inkc djq . 
implementation of orthodox- v- 
structural adjustment reforms.-, 

Adedeji painted two scenarios - , 
for 1990, which he sahl vranfcf 
result other in another shp m per - i,sgf, 
capita GDP of 0.2 per cent or ar ; 

13 per cent rise. 

_ With no improvement in . 
external factors, reflecting farth- 
er poor demand for Africa s com- 
modity exports, its economy - 
could grow three per cent, with 
agricultural output rising four per 
cent, mining two per 1 cent and 
manufacturing five per cent'- 

i— — With an improvement in 
external teeters, including debt - 
relief, the economy could grow- 
43 per cent, with term output 
expanding at a similar rate, min- 
ing by 2.5 per cent and manufac- 
turing by six per cent. 
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Chinese party calls for extended austerity plan 
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BEIJING (AP) — The Commun- 
ist Party Tuesday unveiled a 
three-year austerity plan that offi- 
cials concede win shut some non- 
state enterprises and which 
to keep market-oriented 
on hold. 


refoim s 


it 


An Australian government 
spokesman Wednesday declined 


to disclose the Saudi letter's con- 
tents, but said “they... tend to 
affirm what is now taking place.” 

To try to allay Sarah concerns, 
Australia has placed a govern- 
ment veterinary officer aboard 
the Conna Express to monitor 
the health of the sheep on board. 

The company chartering the 
vessel is part of the giant Bides 
IXL brewing and agribusiness 
conglomerate and spokesman 
Michael O'Brien said the 12,000- 
tonne ship was the world’s largest 
and most technologically adv- 
anced sheep carrier. 

Australian meat and livestock 
said if there was no problem with 
the shipment, imported by the AJ 
Mn rlram^h group, a second ship- 
ment would follow next month. 


The party document on 
nonfic readjustment” acknow- 
ledges that “some workers will 
become unemployed” and some 
factories, in particular smaller 
non-state enterprises, will be 
dosed during the drive. 

The policy paper, as reported 
by the official Xmhua news agen- 
cy, does not mention plans to 
intordnee 'market-oriented re- 
forms during the readjustment 
period. 


7h»n Zryang, who was blamed 
for the crashed pro-democracy 
movement 

The 39-point document was 
prepared for a meeting of the 
party central committee last 
November and made public 
Tuesday. 

It reflects a drive by the current 
cortservating leadership to revive 
centralised economic controls, 
which were eased during the pre- 
vious 10 years of reform, and give 
priority to development of large, 
state-run industries. 


most enhance its leading role in 

may, the docu- 


gnhfing the economy, 
ment said. 

It said the nation’s economic 
goals are to bring the inflation 
rate under 10 per cent a year, 
annual growth of 


adequate infrastruct u re, to 6.8 
per cent last year. 

However, the government's 
tight credit policy and suspention' 
of thousands of buildmg projects 
have led to widespread bankrupt- 
cies, plant shutdowns and a grow- 
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national product to a manageable- ing unemployment probltm. The 
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Reforms -have effectively been 
put on bold since austerity poli- 
cies were adopted in 1988, and 
particularly after the ouster last 
June of reformist party leader 


The document said the task of 
restoring order to the economy, 
began in nfid-1988, will take three 
years or more, during which time 
the nation’s spending habits most 
be sharply cuxtafioL 
The party, which was moving 
under ousted general secretary 
Zhao toward a policy of non- 
interference in economic affaires, 


per cent, balance the 
budget and wipe out financial 
deficits. 

Steps must also be taken to 
overcome “The serious confusion 
in tire realms of production, con- 
struction, circulation and dis- 
tribution.” It said. 

China achieved some of those 
goals in 1989, dropping inflation 
from a high of more than 30. per 
emit in 1988 to less than 10 per 
cent in the waning mouths of 
1989. 

Industrial output growth was 
slashed from 17.7 per cent in 
1988, winch severely taxed the 
nation's energy resources and in- 


govermnent has ' fallen further 
into debt because of decreased 
revenues and huge subsidies pro- 
vided faltering state-run fac- 
tories'. 

A government spokesman said . 
last week that in some cities up to 
seven-eight par cent of factories 
have stopped production because 
of a lack of operating s funds, - 
energy and materials. . . . .. . a 

The report said smaller 
township enterprises, the back- 
bone of ecnonomic progress in 
rural areas during the past de- 
cade, will not be allowed to vie 
with large industries for 
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Israelis demand ‘work and bread’ 


as a-* 


m — - 
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HAZOR HAGULIT (R) — 
Hundreds of angry Israelis, 
shouting “we need bread, we 
need work,” clashed with police 
Tuesday in a second straight day 
of protests in the north over 

economic hardships . 

Residents of Hazor Haghfit 
blocked the road leading to their 
town to protest against the sack- 


ing of 150 workers from a factory 
dosed by its owners — Israel's 
financially troubled Koor Indus- 


“Wqjvant to work, we want 
bread, we want bread for our 
children,” one furious protester 

shouted. 

'Dozens of de mo nstr at ors scuf- 
fled with police. One 


arrested after be hurled stones 
and smashed a car windscreen. 

Fanners in northern Israel 
staged a strike for the second 
consecutive day. Many of the 
residents of 52 farming settle- 
ments stayed away from work 
and kept children home from 
school. 


was 


Meanwhile, Comecon finance 
ministers agreed Tuesday that the 
Soviet-led trading bloc should in- 
troduce accounting in convertible 
or national currencies as soon as 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, January 17, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Stating 


Bay 

652.0 658.0 

10S0.1 1090.9 
384.5 388.3 

431-5 435.8 


113.1 114.2 

serai (for 100) 448.1 452.6 

Dntth guilder 340.9 344.3 

Swedish crown 105.8 106.9 

Italian tin (for 100) 51.6 52.1 

(for 10) 183 J 1853 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6450/60 

1.1645/55 

1.6963/70 

1.9125/35 

1.5105/15 

3532/57 

5.7675/7725 

1263/1264 

145.55/65 

6.1600/50 

6-5310/60 

6.5640/90 

410.60/411.10 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 

Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 


French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


World Stock Market 


By Renters 


SYDNEY — The Australian market tracked the volatile Tokyo 
exchange. The all Ordinaries Index ended up 7.7 at 1,628.8. 


TOKYO — Late session unwinding by arbitrageurs yanked the 
Nikkei Index off its highs to end down 28.22 at 36,821.14. 


HONG KONG — An early surge was followed by profit taking. 
Seng Index ended 1.4 lower at 127039. 


The 

SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed off their highs. The Straits 
Times Index gained 2034 to 1,532.04. 



BOMBAY — Fears of heavy tares under the new gw ra imairt 
produced heavy selling for the third day in a row. 


FRANKFURT — A technical recovery fixded. The Dax Index 
dosed at 1,802.48, up 13.8. 


ZURICH — Swiss shares came off their eady highs on profit 

1,1263. 


taking. The SPI index dosed four points firmer at 

PARIS — Business focused on special situation stocks and prices 
ended dose to the day's highs in a partly technical recovery. The 
CAC-40 index gained 17.93 to 1,953.14. 


LONDON — Shares edged back from early losses after WaD 
Street steadied. The FTSE index dosed at 2373.9, vp 2 4.8. 

NEW YORK — A wider trade gap and disappointing IBM 
produced only a short-lived M- At 1727 GMT the Dow 
ial were up 10 points to ' 2,7033. 


earnings 
Jones Iii 


I ItlKlM 


U.S. trade deficit widens by $10.5b 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. foreign trade deficit wide- 
ned in November to $103 billion, 
its worst showing in 11 months, 
the government reported 
Wednesday. 

The Commerce Department 
said that while imports declined 
by $593 million to $40.69 billibn, 
U.S. exports dropped a larger 
$843 million to $30.19 billion. 

The trade deficit is the diffe rence 
between imports and exports. 

The government blamed much 


of the setback on the 
aircraft strike, which severely exit 
into exports of expensive com- 
mercial airliners. 

But private analysts were still 
disheartened fay the deficit figure. 
Many had been looking for a 
slight improvement following a 
sharp deterioration in October. 

The October trade deficit total- 
led $10.25 billion. Both October 
and November represented the 
worst performance since a $10.8 
billion deficit in December 1988. 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



mmu hbk 

“This morning I woke up and found 
a stranger in my house. It was 
my husband." 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD 
a by Hariri Arnold and 


Unscramble those four Jumbles, 
one letter to each squm» to form 



KEREC 




mm 


MALUB 



ZL 

■ 

m 

YERRSH 


r Y 

s. A 

zr 

m 

□ 



DAIMWY 


r 

■ 

■ 

• 

m 

□ 


WHAT THE BEE- 
KEEPER SAIP OH 
AN UNUSUALLY 
HOT PAY. 


Nomt ananga the cbcM lattan to 
form the surprta* m awr, as sup- 
gestod by tlw above cartoon. 


fmr. rro-nXnTTXIX] 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JumbteK EAGLE FAIRY LANCSl POPLAR 


Anawar What to do when the barometer (alto— 
REPLACE THE NAIL 


For the first 11 months of 1989, 

the U.S. trade deficit ran at an 
annual rate of $11 billion, com- 
pared with a deficit of $118.53 
billion in all of 1988. 

Many economists believe that 
the U-S. forrign trade deficit will 
increase in 1990, reversing a two* 
year trend of improvements. 

This i$' an unsettling forecast 
for President George Bush's 
administration, which is counting 
on continued growth in er p r y tg to 
bolster the U.S. economy and 
dampen demands in Congress for 
protectionist trade legislation. 


out in 1990, in part because the 
dollar was rising in value most of 
last year. A stronger dollar makes 
U.S. goods more expensive on 


The 2.7 per cent drop in U.S. 
exports left them at their lowest 
level since last March. 

Almost half of all 


economic 



port 
worried 


> out economists 
that these strong in- 
creases are in danger of stalling 


On the import side, the 1.4 per 
cent November decline repre- 
sented a drop from an aB-nme 
high set the previous month. Eco- 
nomists said U.S. co n sumer de- 
mand for foreign goods .is show- 
ing little sign of slackening. 

In addition, the United States 
is growim more dependent on 
foreign oil. Petroleum shipments 
dimbed to $4.38 billion in 
November, the highest total in six 
months, as the number of barrels 
imported rose two per cent to 
8.42 miUkm barrels daily and the 
price dimbed by 24 cents to 
$1733. 

As usual, the biggest trade 
defidt in November was with 
Japan at $4.0 trillion. 


The formers axe demanding in- 
creased government subsidies for 
eggs and poultry. But Agriculture 
Minister Avraham Katz-Oz has 
told them that they most diversify 
and rely less on agriculture. 


Israel’s communal fanners are 


They accuse the government of 
ignoring them while giving finan- 
cial incentives to settlement in the 
Isr aelir occupied . West Bank, 
home to one million Palestinians. 

The fanners and factory work- 
ers delayed further protest action 
until next Monday; heeding a 
request; by Finance Munster Shi- 
mon Feres to stop their demon- 
strations until he. had an oppor- 
tunity to deal with their finamriai 
woes. 

Israel's inflation rate- rose to 
20.7 per cent last year, the high- 
est annual figure since 1985 when 
an economic austerity plan 
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saddled with multi-billion dollar brought inflation down from over 
debts. 400 per cent 


TWA sells 1 1 jets 


*‘AiKa 3 
•■=Eloi 


J*.*- 

™ 


ST. LOUIS (AP)— Trans World 
Airlines Inc. (TWA) has sold 11 
Jumbo jets for $210 million to 
two leasing companies in an 
effort to raise cash and reduce its 
large debt, company officials 
said. 

It’s the second time in less than 
a month that the airline- ha s 
announced the sale of an asset. 
On Dec. 18, TWA said it planned 
to sell its Chicago-Londcm route 
and related assets to American 
Airlines for $195 million. That 
deal must be approved .by the 
federal gov ernm ent. 

The news has angered many 
employees who believe TWA 


owner Carl Icahn is slowly dis- 
mantling the airline, which is $2.7 
billion in debt and -lags b ehind 
other major carriers in capital 
investment. 


&*Femb< 


Icahn. assured employees in a 
letter last month that- he does not 
intend to dismantle TWA. 

“There is no possible way that 
TWA can get stronger if it geta 
smaller,” Kent Scott, chairman of 
the union's executive council in 
St. Loins, a major hub city for the' 
airline, has said. . . . 



But industry analysts say sell- 
ing airplanes and leasing them 
back is quite common. 
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fO&BCAST FOR TBURS&AYJAWtMJtV TV, JfPf- 

fly Thaws $. P*Bt9Qn Astraoge r, Cmw& Byhtar FountJmon 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
one *ay to get Anxq^j today’s 
dU^rahv^cteniaid 
by «Bpbfl9Mi0« the UfJttCf tide of 
bfe *Dcre nreumor, Mxitl eotiet* 
and tixmlar reattere ace aweeraed 

ARIFS: (Much 21 w April Hfc 

Hotucteld detufr bavc « ^ood 

dww? of bnnp perfected now 
Accept mo mtamocL wok yqir 
arucfamcBt for irapomuu oetJ<k 

affior. 

TAUKU& {Apri 20 to kte 20) 
Your boar cm bow be «****» 
bnnoadfze te a* fern*. Daft* 
som eth ing jpodal for your xtzadb- 
fflem trffl pay off tag drrnfcod 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jose 21) A 
'wmJcrfttl day u anile both men 
and women tetrads Uao your 
home. Doa'i tgyee your attach- 
went by expecting too much at this 


wiU s d Sp oosto « anpeufe- 
nttidiiftyoorbdtoc Beamon the 


22) It sow tf your (sn vo auerttun 
those y edal fncads of «ttaea you 

Bf fOBO. rOT 

wcc oa p. tu mcn nao your home 

today. 

SCOtffO: (October 23 to tfowin- 
bp- 2)) Aoxpc annual matEbom 
(hat a am occur at your home and 


obey faun. Be wknuadog nod 
hep kwed taw with probteaw. 

SAGRtARKS: (November 22 to 
Daceabor 21) TOs took! be a 
wry pfcnwi Mcud non tar you. 
Keep Setting your aitachmem 
know of ywr undying affection. 

CAFMCOftNt (December 22 u 
January 20) Frieatb now expect a 
neat deal at yea and (faxi't.Aw 


MOON CAflUMOT: fJune 22 to 
July 21} Enierueo women (heath 
with distinction is your home A 
Lime tor you and «wr atrachnunn 
» nrauure your tom! more effi- 
ciently, 

L££h (July 22 to August 21} Your 
btthacas jdlain should he going 
along better than usually. Be sure 
now to be mom than uutaPy 
romantic with your lowed one. 

VIRGO: (August 22 io September 
22) One of your ties* of mum w 


one's m ot to now. 

AQUARIUS; (January 21 to Fdxu- 
ar> 19} Invar persons you Uke and 
who you have nccady met into 
>pct borne. Sc very cmofmaal aod 
any with yew we. 

PISCES: (February 2D to March 
2D) Don’t pn rattled because a 
bigwig wU try to dttert your every 
now. Your airadunrnt now wet 
you best pouts and release* sup- 
port. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JANUARY 19, 1999 

By Thomas S. Parson, Astrologer, CarroB Righ&r Fa&iCL&cn 

GENERAL TENDENCIES. This dong w*h whatever rood fact* 
is a very good day to Deaton want yon to do now. Don’t aHow 



a a very good day to prepan 
youisell mr the v*nou& ana sundry 
rendfanw through which you can 
expand nod extend your interests 
and horizons. 

AWES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Wetaaraewdh open anwose from 

a distance who could become a 
goad (head. Don’t take any risks 
oow by being careless or ignoring 
payments due and owing. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can have a happy social or 
artistic rime with an r in fir i ifirifiif . 
friend. Par forth with considerable 
men intensity in your romantic 
relationship. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) See 
that you coordinate your eff ort s m 
any home project now. A woman 
can be ccmsidmtble aasmtanec in a ' 
business or money muter. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Get your attachment out 
in the world with you as modi, as 
possbfc. Two persons at heme wifi 
aid you greatly in working- out' any 
business problems, 

LE fe (Jul y 22 to August 21} Cbm- 
munhamng with good friends now 
win bold you char good wffl and 
friendship.. Study sources that will 
show you the best way to handte 
your money. 


want you to do sow. Don’t aHow a 
strange attitude on the pan of your 
loved one to upset thugs. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21). You are about to get rid oi 
one outlet to you can start another 
more practical one Don't take 
unexpected guess at home and 
impose (he family today. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 23) Friends wih be your 
best outlet for a happy day, so see 
as modi of Them as posable. Get 
together with your love one and 
t-ig time' friends. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 io- 
J armory 20) Do somethas very 
special to assume your attachment 
of your true deration. You out 
now organise con di tions at you# 
residence on a much better basts. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Get financial matters com- 
pleted as soon as possible tor 
another awaits. your attention. 


to lose tutcrcff in duties. 


PISCES:' (February 20 lo March 
20) You will have mote good time* 
if you better o r g anise the moments 
whes you see your friends. A 
couple wifi now no what wiB make 
conations easier For you and your 


VIRGO: (Asgtst 22 to September 
22) Get rid of unnecessary things 
and conditions in your home with 
ado. You can get much coopera- 
tion now m any business matter of 
importance. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Make a special point to gp 


Today's cM hfc If your child were 
bora today he or she w3I be very 
anicnlaie and able to express 
themselves in a dear and ****** 
numner qq any subject that they 


triads for writing, printing and 
other forms of sdl expression will 


other tonus of self expression will 
allow iUs p ro ge n y to become 
known if that is their desire. 


For a splendid time 
come to 



Cinema 


rainbow 


Tel: 625155 



Australian Open: 

■■■ ■ ■ 

McEnroe plays superbly to reach 3rd round 


- 3y Robert Woodward 

Router 

MELBOURNE - John McEn- 
roe, enjoying hi* beat start to a 
grand slam tournament for many 
yean, <m Wednesday gave hts 
second tennis masterclass in two 
days to. reach the shin) round of 
the Australian Open. 

Repeating his first round per- 
formance, die American number 
four seed conceded just four 


games against Alex Antoniisch, 
driving the Austrian to distrac- 
tion with a display of touch and 
vistou most players on the circuit 
can only dream of. 

“If I keep playing Eke this Dl 
be difficult to beat, I just hope it 
keeps going," said McEnroe after 
bis 6-1, 6-2, 6-1 victory on Centre 
Court. “It’s a great start, I ha- 
ven't started like this in a grand 
slam for a while." 

McEnroe’s deft display, which 
reduced the frustrated Anto- 
mtsch to serving underarm for 
one point in the second set. was 


U4 iiw y wuutwi iv vrysiu uuiuiAii 

one Ivan Lendl’s workmanlike 
demolition of Tomas CarboneU 
of Spain. 

The Czechoslovak defending 
champion won 6-4, 6-2, 6-3 and 
realises be is somewhere off bis 
best form. “I could always hit the 
ball better but I suppose as long 
as you're winning it doesn't mat- 
ter bow you hit the ball." 

Steffi Graf, bidding for her 
third successive open title, was 
also below her best against Amer- 
ican Erika de Lone, a teenager 
ranked 298 who achieved the rare 
distinction of breaking the world 
number one's serve twice in one 


Graf, who won 6-1, 6-2, 
‘'Warned" Boris Becker for her 
below par performance following 
the West German pair’s 30-mi- 
nute practice session on Tuesday 
night. 

“It was fun hitting with Boris, 
we had a good time bad some 
jpod rallies and we both enjoyed 
it very much," she said. “You're 
trying a little hit harder, trying to 
pUy well and it’s not too easy 
coming back (to the women's 



A BIOMEDICAL/ 
ELECTRONIC 




By an established medical 
company. 


H, Command of English is a 
must. 

2. 2-3 years of experience in 
the field. 

Please tent C.V. to 
P.O. Box 830387, Am- 
man, as soon as 
possible. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdotin and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


game) as maybe you’re not con- 
centrating." 

Antoniisch, ranked 98th in the 
world, was bemused within 13 
minutes of the start of his match, 
finding himself 5-0 down against 

the expressionless McEnroe. 

The three-time Wimbledon 
champion, who has yet to win m 
Melbourne, appeared to amble 
around the court while Anto 
nitscb raced about on fruitless 
errands in the hot sun. 

Eschewing Lendl’s now-taqBl- 
iar legoiuaire’s hat, McEnroe, 
sporting a lurid green bandana, 
even read Antoni och’s underarm 
serve and won die point to take a 
5-2 lead in the second set. 

Amonitsch's patience finally 

ran out in the first game of the 
third set. A service ace was called 
out by umpire Richard logs, 
although ii was fired ax the line 
furthest from bis chair. 

The Austrian, fined S350m the 
firsr round for an audible obscen- 
ity. received a warning for un- 
sportsmanlike behaviour after 

r niiAntiAfl rio A f u i e t/wi 


game point to McEnroe, 
Antoni tseta hit a forehand to the 
baseline which looked in. But 
McEnroe spun round apd stared 
hard at the tineswomaa. whose 
arm belatedly shot out. 

It was the low point of a bad 
day for Antonitscfa who made as 
if to hit (he ball at Ings before 
thinking better of it and slumping 
in his chair. 

McEnroe's display came as a 
blessed relief to the sun-blasted 
spectators on Centre Court who 
had earlier sat through nearly 
four hours of slam-bang tennis 
between number 15 seed Thomas 
Muster and Christo van Rensburg 
of South Africa. 

The Austrian, a semifinalist 
last year, eventually won 1-6, 7-5. 
7-5, 2-6, 841. “1 don't maybe have 
the talent but I do my best and uy 
to do my job as good as possi- 
ble,** he said. 

Subtlety and shade were also in 


short supply on court two where 
13(h seed Serai Brogucra of Spain 
was beaten 6-4, 6-3, 1-6, 6-4 fay 
Sweden’s Mikael Pe m fors. 

Both players slugged and 
grunted their way through a stolid 
diet of baseline topsptn before 
Pemfors, urged on by a large 
crowd of his sun-bathing compat- 
riots, emerged from a 38-sbot 
rally at matcbpouit to reach the 

third round. 

■ 

"I think for the first time since 
the U.S. Open I feh really com- 
fortable playing,” Pemfors $ n i d 
later. “I decided 2 was going to 
get him tired before I got tired.*' 

Pemfors will meet Frenchman 
Henri Leconte, an artist in the 
McEnroe would, whose recovery 
from six months out with a back 
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John McEnroe 

injury gathered pace with a 6-2, 
4-6, 6-3, 6-4 defeat of Petr Korda 
of Czechoslovakia. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAHNAH HIRSCH 
nw r«uM iiwi Jk. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QL IZ 


Q. I— Both vulnerable, as Sou:h you 
hold: 

*A7 QJ762 AK1Q32 * A 

The bidding has proceeded!: 

South Wni North East 

I . Pas 2 2 * 

4 : 4 0 Pass Pass 

H 

m 

Whai ailiun do you late 1 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as Sou:b you 
hold: 

*73 . 1612 AKJ4 * AJI0Z 

The bidding has proceeded. 

South Wen North East 

t Pass 1 * Pass 

y 

Whai do you bid nuu? 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

*73 . 1042 AKJ4 *AJ108 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

I Pass 1 * Pass 

1 NT Pass 2 . Pass 


Wha: action de you take” 

Q.4— Neither vulnerable, us South 
you hold: 

*KI97 K n J6S2 +J53 

Partner opens the bidding wnh one 
diamond. Whai do you re^iRd 1 

Qi — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you huid: j 

* tv 107 ' K9S .J652 *J53 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North bra south Wm 

1 Pass 1 NT Pass 

1 NT Pavs ? 

Whai action do voa lake? 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, av South 
you hold: 

* A9S52 \oid J107S3 *852 

The bidduie has proceeded' 

North East Sooth W rsl 

1 * DM ? 

What do you bid now 1 
Look tor answers on Monday. 




CORPOI 

RATION 

ME HAVE THE PLEASURE TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE HAV 

E MOVED TO OUR NEW 

OFFICES, IN JABAL AMMAN , 3rd CIRCLE AREA, 22 

ALI JAREM STREET. 

ALL NUMBERS, TELEPHONE, TELEX, ETC... REMAIN 

V 

UNCHANGED. 

Telephone: 649760 Tlx: 22206 


Pobox: 910207 AaRan, Jordan 

/MITSUI 




RAL 



CORPORATION 


* WANTED * 


HE HAVE A VACANCY FOR A SOFTWARE COMPUTER PROFESSIONAL WHOSE 
RESPONSIBILITIES HILL INCLUDE CUSTOMER TRAINING, SOFTWARE 
SUPPORT, PROGRAMMING AND ADVANCED OPERATING. 

MUST HOLD A JORDANIAN PASSPORT , HAVE A GOOD KNOWLEDGE OF 
WRITTEN AND SPOKEN ENGLISH, AND PREFERABLY ONE OR TWO YEARS 
EXPERIENCE ON MS-DOS & COMPATIBLE SYSTEMS. 


CALL 649760 FOR AN INTERVIEW / APPOINTMENT. 


Olivetti 

ypirrsui 

AZTECH 


FOR RENT 

R 

Ground floor, carpet-fitted, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 3 large 
living rooms, modem kitchen with break-fast room, sepa- 
rate maid room with bath, garden & nice entrance. 

Call 815635 from 10 aum. upwards 




COMPLETE HOUSE-HOLD 
AMERICAN FURNITURE 
IN EXCELLENT CONDITION 

Pot appointment pteaso can 677681 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

A fuily-fumished luxurious flat of a 2-storey villa, with a 
large salon, 3 bedrooms, one of which is a master 
bedroom, 3 bathrooms, and a spacious balcony with a 
beautiful view. 

Located between 7th Circle and Mecca Street. 

For more Information please call 819372. 


THE Daily Crossword.. 


9 Urtfwr or 


i« Man on* 

15 Mrivtte book 
ifl Poutty Hbm 

17 Ftom unit 

19 Suuthu 

18 Fart oi RFD 

20 Mala: abbr. 

21 DovW* tuu 
25 




aaaaaa aaiaaaaa 


aaa aaanaa aaa 


aaaauaau aeaa 


46 TX symbol 
46 Ufl’6 WO* 
48 Kick ootsdf 

50 Ftrtw dom i 

51 Hs's chScksn 
56 Sony! 

58 Wsndhmr 


1 I...HI II .HIM 


01 Fr. composur 

02 CatroH burolou 

63 Major fhaUh 

64 Harrow rival 

65 tar. politico 

66 Bring up 

67 Plana tartars 

DOWN 

1 Jack of TV 

2 Funny 
Imogen* 

3 EquatMaona 

4 “Not — for 
tribute" 

5 Highwayman 

6 Low affair 

7 Earth 

6 Straw vote 
9 Antenna 
10 Man lata 


AH R| Qnrg 


11 G tease 

12 Abbr. lor a 
suites 

13 Function 
22 Knack 

24 Lacharous 
took 
28 W8d 

27 Mad of add 


Yomrday'i Pazzte Solved: 


26 and out" 

30 Fan guys 

31 Prlndpta 

32 Lawn tool 
34 Judy’s 

daughter 


to Strikabnakar 
42 Balcony 
45 Baltimore 


nnnrann nnan nnn 
nnnnnn nfirar? ruin 
nnnnnki nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnri nnnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnn 
nnn nnnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnannn 
nnnn nnnnnn nnn 
nnn nnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 


47 Curtain sheas 

48 — pin 

50 Maria or 


Si Unusually 
assy Job 


52 Porter 

53 Mldaast 
potentate 

54 Bate, (tsar 


55 Whata 

57 Conspiracy 

56 Family 


The General Mobilisation and Recruitment Depart- 
ment at the army headquarters requests that all 
those required to do national service or reserve 
service and holding dual nationality (Jordanian and 
! otherwise) and those of Jordanian origin to cal! in 
person at the recruitment and mobilisation offices to 
receive permits before travelling abroad. This is 
being taken to avoid any delay in their travel. 


Wf. Ve Got \buR Priorities Right. 
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From AMRA HOTEL 

At our Friday & Sunday 
Luncheon / Dinner 

* Buffet 

(AL AZRAK Coffee Shop) 

All Children under 12 year's old 

accompanied are free of charge 

good through Januarv 1990 


Res. 625071 / ext. 1506 1 ^-i/Ajti-vy . 


FORUM I p HOTELS 
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CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 



Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 


RAGE TO KILL 


Fafonut&cmJJO.&OO, &30, KUO 



Cinema 


NUOUM 


Ahmad Zaki - Yusra 
in 

One Woman is 
Not Enough 
(Arabic) 

hnoanooB: 3:30, 645,8:30, llh30 


Tel: 675571 



EUdw A Suaday can abow at lUXI rjb. 


Cinema 


PLAZA 


BALLS 


Tel: 674111 
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